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Welcome to another weekly Catholic Church News on Radio Maria. I am Nigel Akuani, and I am Rosemary Yambune with the news. 
Our stories for the week:

1. Pope Francis prays for victims of COVID-19
2. United against PNG’s ‘SANGUMA’ 
3. A Voice for the Voiceless
4. Catholic Health Facilities receive PPE’s
5. Forced to flee like Jesus
6. DBTI Integrated Waste Management Project

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

News Item 1 – Pope Francis prays for victims of COVID-19

“In our prayers of support and solidarity, let us not forget the victims of the coronavirus epidemic,” said Pope Francis on Sunday 23rd August, following the recitation of the Angelus prayer with pilgrims and visitors who arrived in Rome to commemorate the victims of Covid-19.

The Holy Father turned his thoughts and prayers to the victims of the coronavirus, as he recalled the 4th anniversary of a deadly earthquake in central Italy four years ago. He reflected on the pain and devastation felt by many families because of losing their loved ones to the virus and being unable to bid farewell.

He recalled the ongoing suffering and death of thousands of people experienced in many countries, and urged everyone to pray for the families who were suffering in similar situations. He prayed that families and communities that suffered the most damage would find a way to go forward in hope and solidarity.

Pope Francis also called on faithful to pray and support those persecuted for their faith, and warned that the Lord would one day call us to account for all the migrants who have fallen on their journey of hope.

…………………………………………...ENDS………………………………………………………………….

News item 2 – United against PNG’s ‘SANGUMA’ 

A detailed and thought-provoking discussion on Sorcery, Witchcraft, and ‘Sanguma’, was recently held in light of the rampant crimes stemming from Sorcery Accusation Related Violence.

The discussion was hosted by the Catholic Bishops Conference of PNGSI on 18th August at 10am, via online video communication platform, Zoom. It had the engagement of 60 participants joining in from around and outside of the country. Participants included three Bishops, Catholic Priests, Religious, professionals from the Social, Health, Environmental and Legal sectors, and media personnel.

While several contributed, the panellists were: Archbishop Anton Bal, Archbishop of Madang; Bishop Donald Lippert, Bishop of Mendi; Fr Philip Gibbs, Deputy President of Divine Word University; Michelle Taumpson, Director Policy Planning and Development; Marcia Kalinoe, National Coordinator for the Family and Sexual Violence Action Committee of the CIMC; and Dr Uma Ambi, a pioneer in mental health. 

The discussion was designed to be a time of awareness, reflection and a way of supporting victims of SARV and their families. It served as a build-up from: 
1)    a panel discussion held on 5th August, over Triniti FM in Mt Hagen, that focused on SARV; and
2)    the first International Day Against Sorcery Accusation Related Violence observed with a massive demonstration on 10th August in the Diocese of Mendi and in other parts of PNG.

………………………………………...ENDS…………………………………………………………………….



News item 3 – A Voice for the Voiceless

Sr Lorena Jenal, is the name many in the Diocese of Mendi have come to revere due to her remarkable bravery in confronting death and saving countless women from Sorcery Accusation-Related Violence.
Sr Lorena, a Franciscan Sister of Divine Providence in Switzerland, has served as a missionary in Papua New Guinea for three decades. On 10th December 2018, she received the International Weimar Award for Human Rights for her courageous work in advocating against sorcery accusation violence and rescuing scores of women who were victims of this terrible crime.

For Sr Lorena, the fight against these violations of human rights has become her great mission, and with the support of missio, has set up an aid project.

Bishop Donald Lippert OFM, Bishop of Mendi, said that this kind of violence was an ongoing problem, and that the Catholic Church through its faith was the answer to problem. He said bringing people into relationship with Jesus and teaching the dignity of the human person were the best ways of changing people’s attitudes and their behaviour.

………………………………………...ENDS…………………………………………………………………….

News item 4 – Catholic Health Facilities receive PPE’s

Catholic Health facilities across the country have finally began receiving the much-needed Personal Protective Equipment (PPEs) from Caritas Australia and the Catholic Health Service Secretariat (CHSS). The supply is a part of the Catholic Church’s Covid-19 Joint Response Plan funded by the Church Partnership Program.
 
The Catholic Health Services Secretariat oversees 233 heath facilities ranging from District Hospitals to Aid Posts throughout PNG, making up a significant portion of the country’s total health facilities. 

As part of the church’s response to Covid-19, K500,000 worth of PPEs were purchased from a reputed supplier to distribute to the facilities and help boost their preparedness against the deadly virus. 

The Covid-19 Joint Response Plan is shared between the Catholic Bishops Conference, Caritas PNG and Caritas Australia. It came into effect in April, and has seen the implementation of activities such as the distribution of hygiene kits to vulnerable groups, risk communication training for key diocese staff in priority provinces, and the training of Catholic students to produce awareness materials through a series of media seminars.

…………………………………………...ENDS…………………………………………………………………. 

News Item 5 – Forced to flee like Jesus

Many migrants today have been forced to leave their homeland, just as Jesus Christ was forced to flee Bethlehem from persecution. The sentiment was expressed by West Papuan Refugee Resettlement Officer, Donatus Nahak, on Friday 21st August.

Mr Nahak also an interpreter and translator assisting West Papuan refugees, recalled his past experience and said many people became refugees not by choice, but because of the extreme situations they were forced to endure. 

He commanded humanitarian and Church organizations for their ongoing assistance and told of how the Catholic Church of PNG had a direct and positive impact in his life. 

He said migrants and refugees were growing issues in the Pacific region, and that these groups of people who received little or no government support, had their hopes and lives dependent on the Catholic Church. He thanked the Catholic Mission for its unwavering efforts in helping to resettle refugees and migrants around the world.

…………………………………………...ENDS………………………………………………………………….

News item 6 – DBTI Integrated Waste Management Project

The Don Bosco Technological Institute (DBTI) in Boroko, has initiated an Integrated Waste Management Plan been designed to effectively make use of waste material. The insight was given by Fr. Ariel Macatangay SDB, DBTI Economer, in a recent published article of his.

According to Fr Ariel, integrated waste management focused more on the final destination of garbage, and the proper use and disposal of each type of discarded material by segregation into different categories. 

It is a way of upholding Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si, and honouring the Season of Creation that starts on 1st September, the Day of Prayer for Creation, and ends 4th October, the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of ecology.

The initiative is led by a vibrant team of dedicated staff members and students of DBTI working in the following areas:

· Assessment of the types and volume of waste being produced;
· Ways of reducing, recycling and reusing paper;
· Implementing Port Moresby’s ban on shopping plastics; and
· Collection of aluminium, scrap metals and bottles for resale.

DBTI is a member of Don Bosco Green Alliance, an international movement of young people from the Salesian Family institutions, who contribute to global environmental action, thought and policy. 

………………………………………...ENDS……………………………………………………………………

Recapping our headlines for this week:

1. Pope Francis prays for victims of COVID-19
2. United against PNG’s ‘SANGUMA’ 
3. A Voice for the Voiceless
4. Catholic Health Facilities receive PPE’s
5. Forced to flee like Jesus
6. DBTI Integrated Waste Management Project

This ends the Catholic Church news for this week, join us week for more.
From all of us at here at Catholic Communications, we wish you all an enjoyable week.
