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1 Jan. 2018

 

My dear Priests, Sisters, Brothers and Lay Faithful of the diocese,

 

As we start another year, I would like to thank you for all the help you have given the diocese in carrying out our common mission of evangelization and the service of charity. Let me now share with you my concerns and hopes for the New Year. 

 

1. Communion and reconciliation  

 

Communion, the intimate bond with God and with our neighbor in Christ, is the goal of  mission. Unfortunately, this has often been damaged by our lack of charity. There can be no communion and reconciliation without charity and respect for truth. We should strive, then, to:

 

· Always think positively of the other and interpret his actions in the kindest way possible.   

· Do not judge your neighbour until you have first heard his side. 

· Try to understand and excuse the other, and never say anything that would damage his good name and honour.

· Do not gossip or make public whatever negative thing you may have against your neighbour. Never retaliate, resort to verbal abuse, or complain against your perceived enemy. Let not your anger linger without forgiving and reconciling.

· Do not manipulate the “big man” and the “wantok system” for your own personal benefit.  

· If a person is at fault, correct him. Seek the good of the other and speak the truth with love.
· If you are at fault, humbly acknowledge it and say “sorry”. If you think you are innocent, take a second look in case you might have missed “the log at your own eye” (Mt. 7:5).

· Finally, praise and bless God for those who speak against you, and arnestly pray for them. 

2. Dialogue. 

 

Dialogue is not easy to come by because of the many obstacles, prejudices and forms of resistance to be faced.  However, dialogue is the only way to communion and peace. We should try then to:
  

· Pray for the courage to dialogue and to be committed to this process despite the risks. 

· Follow protocol and discuss issues with the persons concerned and the proper boards of management. Do not  raise issues immediately to higher authorities unless you have first tried to resolve them at the lower level. Honor the principle of subsidiarity.
· Always be open, trusting, accepting and understanding. Assert yourself and argue but in a 
manner that resonates with the other. Learn to respect and appreciate differences.
· Listen emphatically but also reflectively. Be critical most especially of yourself. Don’t fail to examine your own assumptions as well as your biases, stereotypes, and distortions.
· Remember that the goal of dialogue is not so much to win as to bridge differences and build something positive and constructive together … God’s Kingdom of justice and peace.
3.  Caring, Protecting and Catechising Our Children

 

Men who abandon their own children commit a grave injustice against both mother and child. We have to teach men how to be truly men, self-controlled and responsible for their behaviour.
 

To protect children we must protect marriage and the family. Every child deserves a stable home where parents love each other and are committed to their marriage and the welfare of their children.

To care for children, we shall strive to:

 

· Promote the value of Christian marriage and family. Accompany those in irregular situations.  

· Encourage parents to impart to their children at the earliest age the basic prayers and teachings of the Church. Do not delay the sacraments.  Children should be baptized a month after birth, first Holy Communion given at the age of seven, and Confirmation at 14. 

· School teachers should take seriously their obligation to impart Christian Religious Education to their students. This is to be given in all levels from kindergarten to secondary school. 

· Sunday school should be conducted in all parishes and communities, esp. for children studying in non-Catholic schools.
· Parish priests must provide school teachers with  ongoing formation and pastoral care. 
 

4. Year of the Youth

 

Read carefully and discuss with parishioners the pastoral letter on the Youth issued by the Catholic Bishops Conference. Create a  program to help deepen the faith of our young people and help them discern God’s calling in life. Everybody should pray and work hard to promote vocations for the Priesthood and the Consecrated Life.

 

5. The Poorest of the Poor and those in the Peripheries.

 

Our preaching would not be credible without the witness of charity. Our compassion and love should include everyone. Reach out to the poorest of the poor and those deprived of the Church’s pastoral care and ministry. Study and live the social teachings of the Church. Put up a conference of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul to visit the poor and give witness to the charity of Christ. “The poor are our lords and masters,” said St. Vincent. Christ wants us to love him in the person of the poor. May Mary, Mother of God and Mother of the Poor, always pray for us to love as Jesus loved.
 

Sincerely yours in Christ,
+Rolando C. Santos, CM, 
Bishop of Alotau-Sideia
 

