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DML20-2 OnBiblicalFormation

The2nd SundayofAugustisBibleSundaywhilethewholemonthofAugustiscelebratedas

BiblemonthinPapuaNewGuineaandtheSolomonIsland.AftercelebratingCatecheticalMonth

inJuly,itisrightandproperforustocelebrateBibleMonthsincetheBibleisthefirstbookof

catechesisandtheverysourceofevangelization.AsPopeFrancissays,“Allevangelizationis

basedonthewordofGod,listenedto,meditatedupon,lived,celebratedandwitnessedto…

Consequently,weneedtobeconstantlytrainedinhearingtheword”(EG174).“Itisessential

thatthe revealedwordradicallyenrichourcatechesisandalloureffortstopassonthefaith.

EvangelizationdemandsfamiliaritywithGod’sword,whichcallsfordioceses,parishesand

CatholicassociationstoprovideforaseriousongoingstudyoftheBible,whileencouragingits

prayerfulindividualandcommunalreading”(EG175).

TheDogmaticConstitutiononDivineRevelation(DEIVERBUM)isthedecreeofVaticanIIthat

provided the basisfora true and genuine biblicalrenewalin the Church.ThisConciliar

documentbecamealsotheMagnaCartaoftheBiblicalApostolateinourpresenttimes.

Followingaresomeoftheteachingsfrom DeiVerbum:

1.ThispresentCouncilwishestosetforthauthenticdoctrineondivinerevelationandhow
itishandedon,sothatbyhearingthemessageofsalvationthewholeworldmaybelieve,
bybelievingitmayhope,andbyhopingitmaylove(DV1)

2.InHisgoodnessandwisdom GodchosetorevealHimselfandtomakeknowntousthe
hiddenpurposeofHiswillbywhichthroughChrist,theWordmadeflesh,manmightin
theHolySpirithaveaccesstotheFatherandcometoshareinthedivinenature.Through
thisrevelation,therefore,theinvisibleGodoutoftheabundanceofHislovespeaksto
menasfriendsandlivesamongthem,sothatHemayinviteandtakethem into
fellowshipwithHimself.(DV2)

3."TheobedienceoffaithistobegiventoGodwhoreveals,anobediencebywhichman
commitshiswholeselffreelytoGod,offeringthefullsubmissionofintellectandwillto
Godwhoreveals",andfreelyassentingtothetruthrevealedbyHim.Tomakethisactof
faith,thegraceofGodandtheinteriorhelpoftheHolySpiritmustprecedeandassist,
movingtheheartandturningittoGod,openingtheeyesofthemindandgiving"joyand
easetoeveryoneinassentingtothetruthandbelievingit"(DV5)
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4.TheChurchdoesnotdrawhercertaintyaboutallrevealedtruthsfrom theHoly
Scripturesalone.ThetaskofgivinganauthenticinterpretationoftheWordofGod,
whetherinitswrittenform orintheform ofTradition,hasbeenentrustedtotheliving
teachingofficeoftheChurchalone… InthesupremelywisearrangementofGod,sacred
tradition,sacredScriptureandtheMagisterium oftheChurcharesoconnectedand
associatedthatoneofthem cannotstandwithouttheothers.(DV10)

5.Thedivinelyrevealedrealities,whicharecontainedandpresentedinthetextofsacred
Scripture,havebeenwrittendownundertheinspirationoftheHolySpirit…Theyhave
Godastheirauthor,andhavebeenhandedonassuchtotheChurchherself…thus“all
ScriptureisinspiredbyGod,andprofitableforteaching,forreproof,forcorrectionand
fortraininginrighteousness,sothatthemanofGodmaybecomplete,equippedfor
everygoodwork”(2Tim.3:16-17)

6.SinceGodspeaksinsacredScripturethroughmeninhumanfashion,theinterpreterof
sacredScripture,inordertoseeclearlywhatGodwantedtocommunicatetous,should
carefullyinvestigatewhatmeaningthesacredwritersreallyintended,andwhatGod
wantedtomanifestbymeansoftheirwords.Tosearchouttheintentionofthesacred
writers,attentionshouldbegiven,amongotherthings,to"literarynorms."(DV12)

7.But,sinceholyScripturemustbereadandinterpretedinthesamespiritinwhichitwas
written,nolessseriousattentionmustbegiventothecontentandunityofthewhole
Scriptureifthemeaningofthesacredtextsistobecorrectlyworkedout.Theliving
traditionofthewholeChurchmustbetakenintoaccountalongwiththeharmonywhich
existsbetweenelementsofthefaith.(DV12)

8.LiketheChristianreligionitself,allthepreachingoftheChurchmustbenourishedand
regulatedbysacredScripture.Forinthesacredbooks,theFatherwhoisinheaven
meetsHischildrenwithgreatloveandspeakswiththem;andtheforceandpowerinthe
wordofGodissogreatthatitstandsasthesupportandenergyoftheChurch,the
strengthoffaithforhersons,thefoodofthesoul,thepureandeverlastingsourceof
spirituallife.(DV21)

9.EasyaccesstosacredScriptureshouldbeprovidedforalltheChristianfaithful…But
sincetheWordofGodshouldbeaccessibleatalltimes,theChurchbyherauthorityand
withmaternalconcernseestoitthatsuitableandcorrecttranslationsaremadeinto
differentlanguages,especiallyfrom theoriginaltextsofthesacredbooks.

10.Therefore,alltheclergymustholdfasttothesacredScripturesthroughdiligentsacred
readingandcarefulstudy,especiallythepriestsofChristandothers,suchasdeacons
andcatechistswhoarelegitimatelyactiveintheministryoftheWord.Thisistobedone
sothatnoneofthem willbecome"anemptypreacherofthewordofGodoutwardly,who
isnotalistenertoitinwardly"(DV25)



+RolandoC.Santos,CM
BishopDeputyonDoctrine,Marriage&Law


