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Circular Letter RS20:  School Year 2018

25 Jan. 2018.  Conversion of St. Paul

To:  All Parish Priests, School Chaplains, Members of the Board of Management, School Principals/Heads, and Teachers,

As we start another school year, I welcome and thank each one of you for joining the Catholic Education Agency of the Diocese of Alotau and be a part of our mission to bring integral development and evangelization for the children and young people of Milne Bay Province. There are many challenges ahead of us, but we trust that the Lord who has always been faithful to us in the past will continue to be faithful this year and in the coming years. 

God is a COMMUNION of Persons, and this kind of communion is the means and the end of the Church’s entire mission of evangelization. The education we give is an apostolate done in communion  with God, through Christ and in the Holy Spirit. Through education we build God’s Kingdom in communion with Christ and his representatives, the Pope, bishops and priests. This communion includes the government department of education, as well as our school principals/heads, teachers, parents, local communities, boards of management and students. We preserve this communion by showing mutual appreciation, respect and trust, as well as praying for each other. We do not allow petty quarrels, prejudices, hatred, gossip, slander, selfish ambitions and jealousies to divide us and keep us from attaining that communion which is so important for the good of the students and education as a whole. Let us not be like crabs in a bucket trying to pull each other down so as to get ahead of the others. Let us learn to be humble, to think of the good of others, and to collaborate with one another so as to educate and form students according to the mind of Christ.
Moreover, let us be faithful in fulfilling the particular ROLES and responsibilities God gives us.
The PARISH PRIEST or SCHOOL CHAPLAIN is the local representative of the Bishop who is the head of the Catholic Education Agency. He sees to it that schools under his care maintain their Catholic identity, and that students develop harmoniously their physical, spiritual, moral and intellectual endowments so as to acquire a mature sense of responsibility and surmount the vicissitudes of life with courage and constancy, as they put their faith and trust in the Lord. The parish priest or school chaplain is responsible for establishing a Board of Management and makes sure that it is working properly. It is his duty to visit the schools within his jurisdiction. He is aware of the needs and problems of the schools, esp. those in isolated areas, and brings these to the attention of the 
Catholic Education Secretary. He communicates with the Diocesan Catholic Education Coordinator in matters pertaining to religious education, and assists in  the spiritual and pastoral development of Catholic Teachers. He is an ex officio member of the Board and one of the principal signatories to the school’s bank account. Together with the school head/principal and chairman of the board, he makes sure that school funds, grants and donations are properly managed and accounted for the benefit of the school.

The BOARD OF MANAGEMENT should make sure that parents are generally happy with what their children learn from school. They should ensure the availability of classrooms and adequate housing for teachers. They are responsible for the enrolment of pupils, and make sure that children of Catholic parents are able to study in our schools. They make rules for the discipline of students and have the power to suspend or expel a student for a breach of discipline. 

TEACHERS in Catholic schools must recognize that the Catholic school depends upon them almost entirely for the accomplishment of its goals and programs. They should therefore carefully equip themselves with the necessary secular and religious knowledge as well as the pedagogical skills needed to teach in a Catholic school. They should be endowed with an apostolic spirit so that they may bear witness to Christ, the unique Teacher both by their life and their instruction. They should realize that the work they do is a real apostolate and a true service to society. They are to take seriously their duty to impart religious education which is a core subject in every Catholic Agency School. They are to prepare these classes carefully so as to help form their students in the Christian faith and help them grow towards the fullness of life and love. All Catholic teachers are encouraged to form themselves into a Catholic Teachers Association so that they may be helped in their own personal, professional and spiritual development, and bring pride to their profession as Catholic teachers.

May God bless you this new school-year, and may Mary, the Mother of the Saviour and perfect disciple of Our Lord, always pray for you and obtain for you the grace to be teachers with the Heart of Our Lord.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
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+Rolando C. Santos, CM

Bishop of Alotau-Sideia

 

