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Thanks to those who have sent in their articles,
reflections and photographs for
this second issue of Church Alive.
God bless you all. - Editor
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Bp Donald Lippert OFM Cap,

The Way of the Cross draws thousands of
people - Catholics and Christians, men and
women, young and old, religious and lay faithful to
journey with Christ as he walked on that first
Good Friday. It is a journey of prayer, reflection
and penance from the wee hours of the morning
to the celebration of the Liturgy of the Word
around midday.
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The Catholic Bishops Conference of PNGSI in
this Year of Laity 2019 has as its theme:
A Call to Holiness in Today’s World.
We are happy to bring you this second issue of
Church Alive with stories and articles that will
inform and inspire you. Thanks to all who have
contributed to this issue for our people of Papua
New Guinea and Solomon Islands.
Articles on the lives of priests, religious and
more especially the laity who have over the
years inspired many can be sent for publication
together with photographs. Reflections,
inspirational stories and news items for the
entire church are also welcome.
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All materials are to be sent to:
socom@catholic.org.pg on or before
24th October, 2019.
Trust you will enjoy reading this issue.
God bless.
Fr Ambrose Pereira sdb, Editor
ambrose.pereirasdb@gmail.com

Youth on

Holiness
I read this piece of advertisement while on
board a plane: “Beauty is not something you put
on. It is a feeling that shines from within. Beauty
is timeless.” I believe this ad was not meant for
a certain brand of shoes, but refers most
especially to holiness.

God is the
source of all
beauty
because only
He is Holy.
He wants all
of us to be
holy and
share in His
beauty.

In his recent apostolic exhortation, Christus Vivit, Pope Francis
encouraged all Christian young people to grow in holiness. He spoke of
holiness as beauty and as a way of keeping ourselves ever young. God is
the source of all beauty because only He is Holy. He wants all of us to be
holy and share in His beauty. And we can be holy and beautiful because
He loves us. Christ also saved us and continues to save us from
everything that is not beautiful. He is ever alive making beautiful everyone
who trusts in Him.
Our Father in Heaven makes us beautiful through His Son, Jesus Christ
and with the help of the Holy Spirit. We should have a close relationship
with the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit to be holy. Moreover, we
should have a family and a community that reflects holiness. We must be
open “to being filled with the Holy Spirit” and be led to carry out the
personal vocation and mission that God gives each one of us personally.
We don’t have to be a photocopy of a person we admire to be holy, says
Pope Francis. Becoming holy is “becoming more fully yourself, becoming
what the Lord wished to dream and create” in us. Holiness is not getting
excessively caught up in oneself. Rather, it is to “reflect Jesus Christ.” The
way to holiness is to connect yourself with God through prayer, to listen to
His word, to do His will, and to give witness to the values and beauty we
find in the Gospels. To be holy is to love. Love is patient and kind. It is not
boastful. It does not seek oneself but the good of the other. Love knows
how to understand and to forgive. A person who loves like Jesus Christ is
holy and beautiful.
Dear young people, with Pope Francis, I ask you to live the present
moment and fill it to the brim with love. Seize the occasions that present
themselves every day, and accomplish ordinary actions in an
extraordinary way by putting on love. Seek the Lord, keep his word,
entrust your life to him and serve Him joyfully in everything you do. This is
your vocation and mission, and this will make you holy and beautiful, a
saint.
Bp Rolando Santos cm
Bishop of Alotau

Photo left:
Bp Rolando Santos at the
National Youth Animators
Seminar in Port Moresby
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Archbishop Douglas Young

The

Holiness
of the

Laity
Archbishop Douglas Young was born on the 23rd January, 1950. He
was ordained priest on 13th August 1977 and ordained Titular Bishop of
Rusubbicari on 2nd July 2000. On 17th July 2006, he was appointed
Archbishop of Mt Hagen, Papua New Guinea.
In recent weeks I have had ample
opportunity to reflect more deeply on this
topic as I have had several wonderful
encounters with lay people striving for
holiness, even if they might not see it like
that.

It is a great
responsibility
and joy to
find holiness
in the
encounter of
the Christian
teacher and
the child
every day in
the
classroom;
every day
meeting
Jesus in one
of his most
privileged
“disguises”.
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every day meeting Jesus in one of his
most privileged “disguises”.

Shortly after that I met with eye doctors,
nurses, and health workers of the Fred
Hollows Foundation, Christian carers who
were tireless in trying to bring healing to
Our recent pastoral letter on the topic of “a as many sight impaired people as
call to holiness in today’s world”
possible. This too of course reminded me
commented on the high level of activity
of the ministry of the Messiah to bring
undertaken by lay people in Papua New
sight to the blind. Having had cataract
Guinea and Solomon Islands. In Hagen,
surgery, myself, I can attest to the
our diocesan Secretaries have been
wonderful experience it is be able to see
reflecting together on this theme,
clearly again through the skills and
especially in the light of Pope John Paul
dedication of a team of committed people,
II’s catechesis on the laity. Time and again but also the great joy it gives to the healer
it became apparent to us what a
to see the new life that he or she is able to
magnificent task our lay people have in
bring to others. What a delight to be able
bringing the gospel to their actual lived
to be the healing Jesus for others in those
situations, primarily by a life of witness
caring and healing professions carried out
arising from a profound sense of vocation. by hundreds and thousands of Christian
health workers, all over the world.
I was also given the opportunity to share
with the La Sallians during their
Then in our Archdiocese we had a great
celebration of the tercentenary of the
celebration for the Feast of Blessed Peter
death of St John Baptist De la Salle. It
ToRot, lay man, married man, father,
was very moving for me to see so many
catechist, collaborator with the imprisoned
lay people, teachers, trainee teachers,
clergy, and martyr for the faith and the
and youth, taking up the challenges that
sacrament of marriage. Although we had
the saint gave to educators. I was invited the usual tensions and crises associated
to reflect with them on the passage in
with such events, it was a superb
Mathew 18:1-5 where Jesus made it quite occasion on which thousands of our
clear that a child is his appointed
Catholic lay people were able to
representative and what is done to the
demonstrate their faith, in the presence of
child is done to him. It is a great
Archbishop Kurian Mathew Vayalunkal,
responsibility and joy to find holiness in
the Apostolic Nuncio for PNG and SI. He
the encounter of the Christian teacher and was able to share with them the love that
the child every day in the classroom;
the Holy Father has for PNG and its
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Photo left:
Abp Douglas Young
together with the Media
personnel from the
Highlands Region.

“Everyone is
born as an
original, but
many people
end up
dying as
photocopies”
to which the
Pope adds,
“Don’t let that
happen to
you!”
(CV 104-106).

people, and we in turn were able to affirm
our faithfulness and commitment to our
church that has very special roles for
clergy, religious and lay people. A rally in
the heart of Mount Hagen city the
previous day was entirely run by our
energetic and inspiring lay people, whose
preaching, teaching and testimonies in
such a context have a lot to teach the
clergy also.
Finally, I had the opportunity to meet with
our youth as they prepared themselves
spiritually to take part in the Highlands
Regional Youth rally at Muli in the diocese
of Mendi. We are no longer in the year of
the youth but youth are very much lay
people on the journey of discerning their
future vocation as adults. In fact, our
experience of the limitations of the year of
the youth inspired the bishops to make
the reflection on laity over three years,
with this year focusing on holiness, the
next on formation, and the third on
mission. This enables us also to continue
taking up these themes for our young
people also. The Holy Father’s PostSynodal Apostolic Exhortation Chrsitus
Vivit (Christ is Alive!), addressed to the
young people and the entire people of
God, develops themes from his earlier
Apostolic Exhortation Gaudete et Exultate
(Rejoice and be Glad), on the call to
holiness in today’s world, the teaching
which prompted our Bishops’ Conference
to take up the theme of the holiness of the
laity.

In both the documents Pope Francis is
presenting the importance of living the
Christian life fully and courageously in the
concrete situation in which we find
ourselves, without fantasizing about how
holy we might be if things were different.
This reminds me of the song, “Come as
you are, that’s how I want you…” and the
other one, “Jesus take me as I am, I can
come no other way.” I was impressed with
how much Pope Francis could
understand and accept young people as
being immersed in the digital internet
world, but inviting them to maintain and
deepen their Christian faith and mission
within this environment. He cites the
Venerable Carlo Acutis (died 2006 at the
age of 15) as a model for how to use this
technology for a mission of love, without
being overcome by it. As Carlo said,
“everyone is born as an original, but many
people end up dying as photocopies” to
which the Pope adds, “Don’t let that
happen to you!” (CV 104-106). Later he
says that youth, and we might add all
Christians, “will not become holy and find
fulfilment by copying others.’ And this
reminds me of the other nice challenge to
“bloom where we are planted.” When we
discover our vocation as a gift, and strive
to love God and others in the time, place
and circumstances where God has placed
us, doing the ordinary things of life in an
extraordinary way, we discover that this
gift may not be “rare or extraordinary, but
… it will perfectly fit you. It will be a
perfect for your entire life. (CV 288)

Photo left:
Abp Adrian Smith, Abp Kurian Mathew
Vayalunkal, Abp Douglas Young, Bp Peter
Houhou and Abp Christopher Cardone at the
Episcopal Ordination in Auki.
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Sr. Rebecca Fernandez OND

A way of Peace,
Unity and Forgiveness
Way of the Cross in the Archdiocese of Port Moresby
A huge crowd, that swelled to several thousands, were part of the annual
Way of the Cross around the city of Port Moresby on the 19th April, 2019. The
Way of the Cross has been coordinated by the Archdiocesan Youth of Port
Moresby and organized by Sr. Rebecca Fernandez OND, Archdiocesan
Youth Secretary.

Photo below:
Young people kneel in
veneration as they walk
and meditate on the
different stations at the
Way of the Cross

6

Thousands of people, children, youth
and adults from the Catholic and
religious communities, some of our
inmates and from the other Christian
Churches joined the Way of the Cross
on Good Friday, 19th April, 2019.
Several hundred spent the night in
prayer. Petitions and prayers on behalf
of all the provinces in Papua New
Guinea were raised up to heaven
before the commencement of the
procession.

CBC PNGSI | Volume: 1 | Issue: 2

At 4.30am the procession commenced
from St. Charles parish, Gerehu stage
6. The procession ended at St Peter
Chanel, Erima at 10.45am.
Each station was allocated to different
parishes of the Archdiocese of Port
Moresby. The theme for this year was
‘A Way of Peace, Unity and
Forgiveness’. The procession
paused at different venues, meditated,
prayed, reflected on scripture and
sang hymns. The congregation joined
in and offered prayers in solidarity with
those who are suffering from tyranny,
those countries who are always in
turmoil, those who always experience
violence, hatred, suffering of families,
homelessness, abuse and lack of
respect of women, migrants, the
problems of young people on drugs,
sexual abuse of persons, degrading of
values and morals. We prayed that
through the minds and hearts of those
who walked commemorating the

Photo right:
Women at St Peter Chanel
Catholic parish awaiting the
arrival of the Cross

Photo above:
Cardinal Ribat at the
Veneration of the Cross

The passion
and death of
Jesus reminds
us of our own
passion and
death and the
passion and
death of our
people.

passion and death of
Jesus. The passion and
death of Jesus reminds
us of our own passion
and death and the passion and death
of our people. Thus, together we can
live joyfully and peacefully. It was
around 10:30am that the procession
reached the receiving parish at St.
Peter Chanel in Erima. The Way of
the Cross was followed by the Good
Friday services officiated by His
Eminence Sir John Cardinal Ribat.
Gratitude to the support and help of
the ACYC team and parish youth

leaders, Fr. Dong Saladaga, PIME,
who prepared and organized, the full
support of St. Paul’s Parish
community, the parish priest Fr.
Michael, the parishioners, especially
the youth and the parents who
provided food for the marshals who
helped control the crowds. Thank you
to the police headed by the
Metropolitan police traffic division.
And thank you to Fr. Marcianus Bei,
SVD, parish priest of St Peter Chanel
parish and the community for
accepting the Cross and the Icon of
Mary.

“As I walk the way of the cross, I
“I see this as a turning point in
ask for peace and forgiveness
my life. I need to give up on
within my family. I pray for my
alcohol and my addiction to
little girl, that I as a single mother,
social media and focus on my
I can be both mother and father
studies and educational
to her” – Raroteone Sariman, St
qualification. As a young
Charles Lwanga
person, I need to have God in my
life and concentrate on my
studies. I wish to be a lawyer
Joe Lvagai and Tau Kanau,
and I have a long way to go” from the Correctional Centre
Francis Kangi, Holy Rosary parish,
Bomana were among the 14
Gerehu Secondary school
males and 5 females who
“I pray that I will be more obedient to
my parents” – Kalie Marisa, La Salle
Technical College, Hohola
“Coming from a
strong Catholic
family, we are here together as a
family, and are happy to pray the rosary
and celebrate the sacraments. This
way of the cross is an expression of
our faith.
- Henrietta Feae, St Pauls parish
“We pray for the ones who are sick and in
hospital and for those who are dying. I
also pray that all the members of our
family can lovingly interact with each
other” - Noela Beni, St Charles Lwanga

joined the Way of the Cross
together with the people.
“This is an expression of our
repentance”, they said.

“I am living with my grandparents. I
pray that there will be unity and
togetherness and that I can bring up a
good and happy Family”
– Aida Rose, St Charles Lwanga
“I have been covering the Way of the
Cross for over eight years. My family
and children join me every year, in the
walk with the cross. Two years ago, my
father-in-law was sick and we wheeled
him to pray as the cross wound its way
around the city. It is an expression of our
faith and a commitment to Christ in our
lives” - Nicky Bernard, journalist
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Fr Ambrose Pereira sdb

Sevim Pipol bilong God
The casket of Bp Bernard Unabali led by the Bougainville police

Bishop Bernard Unabali DD passed away on Saturday 10th August 2019 in
Manila. “I offer my sufferings for the people of Bougainville, the
referendum and for all of you,” he said as he shared his dreams for his
people with John Cardinal Ribat before he left for Manila.
The Requiem Mass was celebrated by Sir John
Cardinal Ribat with Archbishop Douglas Young, Bp
Arnold Orowae, Bp Dariusz Kaluza, Bp Rozario
Menezes, and 40 priests concelebrating at the
Eucharistic celebration. St Joseph’s church, Boroko
was filled with religious and lay people who gathered
to thank the Lord for the sacrifice, dedication, and
commitment of Bp Bernard.

“He lived his Christian life of suffering with simplicity,
genuine faith and the gentleness of the Spirit. He
believed in self-reliance and a sustainable future
rather than a hand out mentality”, said Archbishop
Douglas.
Tributes were received from Cardinal Pietro Parolin,
Secretary of State, Cardinal Fernando Filoni, Prefect
of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples
and Archbishop Kurian Mathew Vayalunkal, Apostolic
Nuncio to Papua New Guinea and Solomon Islands.
Thomas Taberia spoke of him as a ‘Bishop who was
there for his people as a peace-maker’.

“Reconciliation in homes, families, communities,
churches and the government was at the heart of his
Pastoral Plan. His efforts were focused in a major way
on the sister churches to enable Bougainville prepare
for the referendum”, said Cardinal Ribat as he dwelt
on the efforts of Bp Bernard to lead his people.
The mortal remains will be flown to Bougainville on the
17th August. People
At the Eulogy, Vestina Monala, niece of Bp Bernard
will have the
highlighted the qualities of her uncle. “He visited
opportunity to pay
remote villages accessible only by foot. He was
their last respects to
amongst the people at the height of the crisis. He set him at the different
up youth rehabilitation programs and activities to keep parishes. He will be
the youth away from unlawful activities”, she said.
laid to rest at Mabiri,
in Central
Below left: Congregation at the funeral mass at St Joseph’s, Boroko. Bougainville.
Below right: Cardinal Ribat blesses the mortal remains.
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Raymond Komis Girana

THE VISIONARY

UNABALI
(1957 - 2019)

Bishop Bernard Unabali was born in Sovele in the
Bana District, south west Bougainville to Varepa
(father) and Arre (mother). Behind him are Joe, John
and only sister Agnes. He was ordained priest on 14
December 1985 and served in various parishes in the
diocese of Bougainville for twenty years until he was
appointed and consecrated Auxiliary bishop on 1 June
2006. Prior to his appointment as Auxiliary Bishop, he
was the Vicar General. Following Bishop Henk
Kronenberg’s retirement, he was appointed Bishop of
Bougainville on 15 December 2009 and was installed
Bishop Ordinary of Bougainville on 19 March 2010.
I first met the late Bp Bernard Unabali on 14
December 2010 at St. Theresa Lemanmanu parish,
Haku Constituency, Autonomous Region of
Bougainville. My first impression was that of a simple,
humble and down to earth bishop. The simplicity and
humility surrounding his character as perceived from a
young man’s perspective spoke of a great deal. Bp
Unabali should not be mistaken by the way he
presents himself. This simple man from Nagovis, south
west Bougainville was ahead of his time; a visionary a man with a great vision. His favourite slogan was
‘THINK BIG and ACT BIG’ as reflected in his, ‘Renewal
into Balanced Life’ 2013 – 2025 Pastoral Program.

Church and a political community. The core or the
basis of Bougainville as a political community is
citizenship. Thus it is the responsibility of both the
government of the day and the Church to bring to
people’s knowledge and awareness a better
understanding of human rights and obligations and
community building. Bishop Unabali has been vocal on
this ever since he took up his responsibility as the
shepherd of the people of God in Bougainville.
Bishop Unabali’s view is that, unless one is properly
formed wholly and is clear on the particulars of life, he
or she will not look for miracles to answer the post
crisis problems that continue to plague and derail what
is supposed to be Bougainville’s real progress.
In the course of human history, man in his likeness
and image of God has viewed his world from so many
different ways. Down the years, we have journeyed far
and wide with man’s intention of shaping and reshaping our societies in order to achieve the common
good so as to create and promote a best possible
lifestyle that communities of people could enjoy.

Bougainville saw herself becoming a cross bearer over
the past years through her political struggles that led
her through the life draining experiences. To
Bp Unabali had a great responsibility before him. In
understand these struggles, one has to dig down right
other words, he had Bougainville in his hands as a
to the core to uproot the ultimate cause and the
young bishop Ordinary. I have come to appreciate the intentions behind Bougainville’s long struggle for
vision of the late bishop as the basis of a transformed freedom. Defining freedom and fully grasping its core
Bougainville. His program, ‘Renewal into Balanced
meaning is another question of standing down and
Life’ is a simplified and translated version of Integral
looking beyond to seeing what the term ‘freedom’ has
Human Development in simple terminology. Renewal as an acceptable offer rather than mere literal
is focused on the family as the basis of political
translation and explanation of the word in itself.
communities on the notion of human formation at all
aspects of life, growth and development.
The late Bishop Unabali saw this and his answer to
this freedom is his pastoral program ‘Renewal into
To speak about living and experiencing peace and
Balanced Life’.
harmony in a chaotic world or more so in a post
conflict Bougainville, is to speak about a great deal. I May your soul rest with God in eternal peace.
wish to share with you a few insights for appreciating
Bishop Unabali’s concept of renewal in Bougainville.
Balanced Life is concerned with the ultimate or the
essence of community that make up Bougainville as
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Archbishop Christopher Cardone

Take up your CROSS
and FOLLOW JESUS
450th Anniversary, 1568-2018
Photographs: Fr Albert Lenon

The Catholic Church in Solomon Islands rejoices with great jubilation
together with the Bishops, Priests, Religious, lay people and the other
Christian churches as they remember when the seed of Christianity
was planted in this beautiful soil of the ‘Hapi Isles’. They took the
theme: “TAKE UP YOUR CROSS AND FOLLOW JESUS.”
The Spanish explorer Alvaro de Mendana
arrived in our islands in 1568. At most new
places the Spanish discovered, they
planted a cross to claim that place for
Christ. The official logbook of Mendana’s
ship says his chaplains, Catholic
Franciscan fathers, planted a cross on the
very spot where Holy Cross Cathedral
stands today. In celebration of this 450th
anniversary, a large replica of both the
cross and Mendana’s ship stands on the
hill before Holy Cross Cathedral as a
shining beacon to remind all of our Christ
centered lives.

They brought the Good News of the
Gospel to places we now call Makira,
Guadalcanal and Santa Isabel. But
tragically, our first bishop was martyred in
Santa Isabel shortly after he arrived.
Other missionaries died from malaria,
injuries or were victims of fierce tribes
during these troubled times. The early
Marists sacrificed greatly, struggled
bravely, but eventually left the Solomon
Islands by 1855.

Marists Return & Revive the Solomon
Catholic Church: 1898-1945
European colonialism spread to the
Marists, Our First Missionaries
Solomon Islands, which became a British
Years of Great Sacrifice: 1845-1855
Protectorate in 1893. British rule led to
The first Catholic good conditions for Christianity to grow. In
missionaries were 1898 French Marist Julian Vidal and
brave Marist
others returned with renewed apostolic
fathers, brothers
enthusiasm to plant again the Cross, the
and sisters.
tree of life in Solomon Islands. Rua Sura,
Bishop Johnnortheast of Guadalcanal, was the base of
Baptiste Epalle led the Catholic Church for the next 25 years.
the first Marists to Early mission stations were founded
the Solomon
including the first on Guadalcanal in 1900
Islands in 1845.
at Tangarare and the first on Malaita in

10

CBC PNGSI I Volume: 1 | Issue: 2

Photos:
Above: Congregation celebrating the 450th year of Faith.
Left above: Replica of Mendana’s ship
Left: Enacting the arrival of Mendana

1912 at Rohinari. In 1912
Bishop Bertreux became the
first resident bishop after
martyred Bishop Epalle. The
Catholic headquarters moved
to Visale in 1923 where a new
large church was consecrated
in 1930. Tragedies of World
War II in the Solomon Islands
included the death of 16
priests, brothers and nuns, the
destruction of Visale and a
setback to the growth of the
Solomon Islands Catholic
Church. But through the grace
of God, our faith remained
strong!

Blessings the Cross by
Abp Christopher Cardone

first Bishop of Honiara (and Archbishop
from 1978 to 1984.) Bishop Eusebius
Crawford established the Catholic
community in what we now call Gizo
Diocese. The Malaita faithful grew so large
so a separate Auki Diocese was formed
under the leadership of Bishop Gerald Loft,
sm. The ordination of our first Solomon
Island priest, Fr. Michael Aike, sm from
Rohinari, Malaita was joyfully celebrated at
Holy Cross Church in 1966. The number of
Catholics in our devout Guadalcanal
communities multiplied so a new larger
church was needed. The founding stone
was laid on our feast day, the Exultation of
the Holy Cross on the 14th of September in
1976. Our Holy Cross Cathedral was
completed and consecrated in 1978.

The Catholic Church upon
Honiara’s Holy Cross Hill:
Archdiocese of Honiara Flourishes and
1945-1966
Grows: 1978-2018
Our former capital on Tugali was destroyed The last forty years are marked with great
during the war. However, Honiara grew
blessings that far outnumber our
since it was an important Allied base due challenges. We are richly blessed with an
to Henderson Field. After the war, the
abundance of local vocations of priests,
capital moved to Honiara. Thanks be to
brothers and nuns and a deeply committed
God, Bishop Aubin had the wisdom to buy lay leadership. We have many fine
Holy Cross Hill for the Church, the site of schools, specialized training centers,
Mendana’s first cross! A small leaf chapel medical welfare outreach, our own Holy
was built nearby around which a new
Name of Mary Seminary, outstanding
center of the Solomon Island Catholic
musicians and choirs plus a multitude of
Church grew. The first Holy Cross Church lay societies such as the Divine Word
was built on the hill in 1957. Bishop Daniel Society and numerous others serving
W. Stuyvenberg, sm became the head of joyful, active and devout parishioners. A
the Solomon Island Catholic Church in
great blessing was in 1984 when Saint
1958, which flourished under his wise
John Paul II visited our Archdiocese. From
leadership. Many joined the Marist
1985 through 2016 Archbishop Adrian
missionaries including our first local
Smith, sm led the Archdiocese of Honiara
sisters, the Daughters of Mary Immaculate as a prayerful, prominent preacher and
(DMI’s,) the Dominicans, Vincentians,
peacemaker.
Salesians and several other orders of holy
men and holy women who made great
Take up your Cross and Follow Jesus
contributions to spread to Serve the Lord With Gladness
the faith throughout the We mark this 450th anniversary to “Take up
Solomon Islands. Their your Cross and Follow Jesus” under the
outstanding work and leadership of Dominican Christopher M.
devotion are vital
Cardone, O.P., appointed Archbishop of
assets of our Church to Honiara by Pope Francis in 2016. His
this day.
episcopal motto, “Serve the Lord with
Gladness” from Psalm 100 is a way of life
Honiara, Our First
for our beloved Solomon Island Catholic
Diocese, the Early
Church family. We are ALL called to be
Years: 1966-1978
servant leaders to humbly and joyfully do
Pope Paul VI elevated God’s will. What will bring us together,
the Solomon Island
what will bind us as one, is the Holy Cross
Church Vicariates to
of Our Lord & Savior Jesus Christ. May
the status of diocese in God through the intercession of Mary, the
1966. The Diocese of Mother of Jesus, the Mother of the Church
Honiara was formally and our beloved Blessed Mother, bless our
proclaimed in early
Solomon Islands today and always, forever
1967. Bishop
and ever. Amen.
Stuyvenberg was our

Photo left above: A scene at the enactment
Photo left: Presenting gifts to Archbishop Christopher Cardone by
Fr Albert Lenon sdb and the students of Don Bosco Rural Training Centre, Tetere.
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Michael Butler

Here
is your big chance
A personal testimony
Michael Butler was in a very
serious plane crash on 14th May
2012, at Guari Airstrip, Goilala
District, Central Province. The
airstrip is a remote Government
Station, 6,100’ above sea level.
He tells us his story.
Michael Butler in Hospital in 2012

I kept
Bl. Peter ToRot
in my mind
but did
not pay
particular
attention to
him.
However,
I was
interested in
his story and
martyrdom.

12

I was lucky to be able to attend the
beatification ceremony of Bl. Peter ToRot
at Sir John Guise Stadium, Port Moresby
on that memorable rainy day 17th January
1993. I think we mainly went to see Pope
John Paul II. I can remember I sat near
the back right of the main grandstand with
some of my friends.

I received the ‘Sacrament of the Sick’ from
Fr. Tom McDonough, the Parish Priest of
Boroko, Port Moresby. My injuries were
life threatening and I was very close to
death on the flight and my stomach was
swelling up very badly. I was taken from
Brisbane Airport to Princess Alexandra
Hospital by ambulance and admitted to
the Intensive Care Ward. The injuries I
During the next years, I kept Bl. Peter
received were: Head injuries and cuts and
ToRot in my mind but did not pay
bruises all over, broken neck bone, broken
particular attention to him. However, I was rib, internal injuries, 2 broken vertebrae,
interested in his story and martyrdom.
broken sacrum bones, Hip bone broken in
2 places, broken left arm & my right leg
I am a pilot who flies to the ‘bush’ airstrips was badly broken. I was in the Intensive
in Papua New Guinea. I have worked
Care Ward for 2 weeks.
with Talair, MBA / Airlines PNG and
Sunbird Aviation. I first came to PNG in
On 23rd May, I had to have a very serious
1981.
operation on my right leg as the bone was
broken in half. At that point, I was
On 14th May 2012, I so unexpectedly had conscious but still critically ill. I can
the most terrible accident in a Cessna 206 remember watching the monitor above
owned by Sunbird Aviation. It was at
me, which showed my heart rate and
Guari airstrip in Central Province. Sunbird other parameters. My heart rate was
Aviation is owned by the Diocese of
getting very slow.
Vanimo, Sandaun Province.
At that point I said a prayer to Peter To
I was medevaced to Port Moresby and
Rot saying, ‘Well! Here is your big
then the day after the accident to Princess chance'. Maybe you can do a miracle on
Alexandra Hospital, Brisbane. I was
me and that might help you become a
unconscious for 7 days after the accident saint. I know that is presumptive of me
however, I reportedly was partially
and maybe a bit rude too. Anyway, I was
conscious for a short time while in hospital not feeling too good so that is how it came
in Port Moresby.
out.
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Photo above and left:
7th anniversary of the
accident - Michael Butler
visits the crash site.

The next thing I can
remember was becoming
conscious after the
operation and I truly felt that
Peter To Rot was with me
beside the bed. The
question is how did I know
it was Peter To Rot? Well it
was just a feeling of
certainty and although, I
have no proof, I just knew it
and I could see him there.

I completely recovered from
those terrible injuries and to
me that is a miracle in itself.
Also the staff in the hospital
said they thought it was
I did receive the Sacrament amazing that I recovered so
of the Sick twice more while fast. When I was
I was in the hospital and
medevaced to Brisbane,
received many visits from
the doctor told the family I
priests and nuns.
would probably be in
When I arrived back in Port hospital for about a year at
Moresby on 23rd July, one least.
of our relatives, Emmanuel
Ujari, who lives in Hoskins, I told my good friend Bishop
West New Britain sent me a Rochus Tatamai about my
photo of Peter To Rot. I
experience and he
thought this was an unlikely requested that I tell the
coincidence and quite
story.

13th May 2019: An amazing day
Exactly 7 years later minus 1 day I was
very fortunate to return to Guari, for the
first time since the accident. It actually
took some courage to return to the exact
spot and do the same things I did on
that terrible day. We were told by the
people that there have been no flights to
Guari since after my accident.

significant at the time. I
decided to enlarge the
photo and frame it.
Somehow and I know it
sounds strange, I had
developed a friendship with
Peter To Rot.

myself to sit in the wrecked plane again.
I did not feel too bad, but I believe a few
years ago I would not have had the
courage to do that. So, an unreal
experience to sit there. As well to take
off again re-living the same experience
which almost lead to me dying 7 years
ago.

have not seen anyone come to their
valley in their lifetime. The people
looked in a very bad shape actually.

It’s a good time also to thank the many
people who looked after me after the
accident especially my wonderful family
and many friends in Australia and PNG.
Pilots who supported me during those
We did 2 flights in the Twin Otter. First I I collected a few souvenirs. First Aid Kit times esp. Capt. Tony Skelton and Capt.
was flying with James Yanda and
container, exhaust pipe and nose wheel Joe Kumasi - former workmates. Also
second with Gomara Rawali. On the
strut. One guy said: ‘Yes, Mike Butler
Capt. John Thomas and Sunbird
first flight we walked down the airstrip
crashed that plane’. I said - I am him.
Aviation staff but notably Capt. Simon
and about 80 metres down the hill to the People had remembered my name but Naua who rescued me so quickly on
crash site. The plane is still there.
forgot what I looked like.
that day in the chopper while I was
Some of the village people came with us I have to tell you the people in that part unconscious and so badly injured.
including Rosemary who pulled me out of Goilala, in that whole huge valley are In my opinion: the whole
of the wreck 7 years ago.
very poor with no Government services experience has been a miracle.
There were no men around on that day. and even the Catholic Mission at
You would have to have live
I had lay dying in the plane for one hour Kamulai has been closed for many
through it to understand. Peter
before I was carried out. The 4
years. The Guari area has been without ToRot wants me around to fly to
passengers were reasonably OK but I
any government services for over 20
these remote and forgotten parts.
was the worst injured. So today I forced years now. Some kids and young adults

Prayer To Blessed Peter ToRot
Blessed Peter ToRot,
God called you to serve Him
among your own people,
as a catechist.
You loved your work and
you were faithful to the Divine call.
Your heroic witness to serve your creator
strengthened them in the faith.

We rejoice and thank God,
for exalting you to be the
first Beatified Martyr of our country.
Pray for us,
that we may remain faithful
to our vocations and stand firmly committed
to God and his people,
especially in times of trials and difficulties.
Amen.

Please send us your favours, graces and miracles received through the intercession of Bl Peter ToRot, together
with photographs and documents that you may possess. These will support the cause of his canonisation.
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Desmond Peter Aigilo

Young people on

Spiritual
Advancement

Desmond Aigilo meeting Pope Francis
at the Vatican, Rome

“I shook hands
with the Vicar
of Christ and
this has
encouraged
me to do what
I can to share
and
implement the
Apostolic
exhortation
“Christus Vivit”.

14

The Dicastery of Youth & Family Life at the
Vatican, invited two delegates from each
episcopal Bishop’s Conference around the
world to attend the International Youth Forum
hosted in Rome from the 19th to the 22nd of
June, 2019. Desmond Peter Aigilo, a Lawyer
with the Simpson Lawyers, was selected to be
the dynamic face of the young people of
Papua New Guinea and Solomon Islands.

“It has been a very symbolic journey
for me”, said Mr. Aigilo. “I was not
leaving home, but I was going home”,
said Desmond as he reflected on his
trip to Rome. His uplifting encounter
with the Holy Father, Pope Francis,
has been a spiritual advancement. “I
shook hands with the Vicar of Christ
and this has encouraged me to do
what I can to share and implement the
Apostolic exhortation “Christus Vivit”.
Young people and Christus Vivit
Desmond was part of a six-member
team on the Youth Forum panel on the
exhortation of the Apostolic
Exhortation of the Holy Father,
Christus Vivit. It promotes the need for
young people to be included in
decision-making in the life of the
Church and highlights the importance
of the youthfulness of youth to the life
of the Church.
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The Dicastery invites the Church to
ensure that more resources and
efforts in addressing the issues faced
by young people, developing their
faith and ultimately involving them as
main key-players in the life and work
of the Church.
In speaking at the forum, Mr. Aigilo
expressed how the Bishops
Conference of PNG and Solomon
Islands were slowly implementing the
exhortation whilst faced with
limitations on resources and on an
established framework. However, he
applauded his Conference for the
measures they had already taken in
their effort to train young leaders from
Catholic Schools. He agreed that this
effort taken by the Conference was
the way forward, as it invites the
Church to educate the youth about

Photo above and right:
Desmond Agilo
speaking at the Panel

their faith, convictions and build the
necessary virtues and characteristics
to enable them to undertake and move
into leadership roles within the Church
in a more compatible way.
The panel received comments of
appreciation for their frankness, clarity,
personal assessment and opinions on
the present stage and state of the
implementation process of the
exhortation.
In concluding his address to the
delegates, Mr. Aigilo thanked the other
panelists for their sharing and stated
that he was concerned about the
amount of effort needed to implement
the exhortation.
Insights and plans ahead
“Several countries experience what
Papua New Guinea is
experiencing. An
insignificant amount of
resources budgeted
towards youth ministry.
A lack of pastoral action
by the clergy. Lack of
discernment by the
Church of the issues
being faced by young

people. A lack of inclusiveness of the
voice of young people in the Church,”
said Mr. Aigilo as he expressed his
awareness of the concerns being
raised by delegates of other regions
and countries around the world.
Mr. Aigilo expressed that he believes
that the world will shift if young people
are shown their importance in the
Church. He said, “Young people need
to understand their role and
importance in the life of the Church, or
else they will continue to grow ignorant
of the convictions of their faith and
water down their sense of morality and
ethics and before they know it, they
are adults making the wrong decisions
which will result in the destruction of
their children’s future”.
Mr. Aigilo has immediate plans to
ensure that the exhortation of Christus
Vivit is implemented with the help of
the hierarchy of the Church - from the
Catholic Bishops Conference, the
dioceses, parishes and even to the
Basic Christian Communities.
“Countries like Uganda have
implemented the exhortation
“marvelously” throughout their
Conference’s region. The Conference
of Switzerland has taken in young
adults to partake in decision-making at
the Conference level. Something
similar will emerge from our
Conference”, he concluded.

Photos:
Left above: Desmond Aigilo with participants at the
Conference in Rome
Left: Youth meeting at St Joseph’s parish, Boroko,
Port Moresby.
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ANS - New York

‘I am a Green Ambassador
for my country’ - September Kelokelo
A panel discussion on ‘Youth Aspirations & Climate Urgency’ was
organized on 11th July as a side event at the ongoing United Nations
High Level Political Forum (HLPF) at New York, by “Don Bosco Green
Alliance along with Salesian Missions USA and Don Bosco
Network” (DBN). The panel discussion focused on SDG 13 Climate Action
and the impact of climate change on young people and their future.
September Kelokelo from Don Bosco
Technological Institute, Boroko, Papua
New Guinea; Santiago Corrales from
Don Bosco Technical Institute,
Panama; Abigail Gyabaa from Don
Bosco Youth Network West Africa,
Ghana; and Rebecca Petz from Don
Bosco Youth Net, Germany were the
four speakers on the panel. The
discussion was moderated by
Salesian Fr. Savio Silveira, Convener
of Don Bosco Green Alliance.

by Archbishop Bernardito Auza,
Permanent Observer of the Holy See
to the United Nations. Quoting
extensively from Laudato Sì in his
speech, Archbishop Auza said: “Young
people demand change. They wonder
how anyone can be talking about their
future without addressing
environmental issues.” He further
went on to say: “Young people play a
critical prophetic role; we must listen
to their voice.”

The event began with the Ambassador
of Samoa, Mr. Ali’ioaiga Feturi Elisaia
welcoming the gathering. The
- Archbishop Auza keynote address was then delivered

During the panel discussion, talking
about rising sea levels caused by
climate change, September Kelokelo
described the drastic impacts on Small
Island States like Papua New Guinea.
“Climate change is real, and it is
happening. With sea waters rising, our
dreams are going down the drains.
Our islands are in danger, our future is
being threatened,” she said.
Describing activities taken by his
school, Santiago Corrales said: “We
don’t need laws to get us to act. We
feel the urgency and we are

‘Young people
demand
change. They
wonder how
anyone can
be talking
about their
future without
addressing
environmental
issues’

16
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Photo left:
UN panel speakers together with Fr Thomas Pallithanam,
and Fr Savio Silveira, Convener of Don Bosco Green
Alliance.

September Kelokelo on the UN panel

“I now no
longer
represent just
myself, or even
my institution, I
represent my
country”
September Kelokelo

September Kelokelo addressing
the students at Don Bosco
Technical School, Gabutu.

responding.” He urged the young
people to lead the way to action.

the suggestions that emerged from
the discussion.

“Climate change is impacting crop
production, causing flooding and
increasing diseases in my country,”
said Abigail Gyabaa. “Because of
the floods, children often have to
abandon their schooling,” she
added. “The youth of Europe are
angry because of the slow response
of our governments to the climate
crisis,” said Rebecca Petz.
Emphasizing the connection between
human rights and environmental
protection, Petz pointed out that the
climate crisis was adding to the
refugee crisis and other social
issues.

Summing up the discussion, the
former President of Kiribati, Mr.
Teburoro Tito, urged the young
people not to lose their passion and
commitment. “You feel very strongly
today about the climate crisis,” said
Tito, “don’t lose that fire, don’t give
up that fight.” He further encouraged
the young people to come together
and demand change from their
governments.

The presentations by the panelists
was followed by a very lively open
discussion. Several young people in
the audience made a passionate
appeal for strong and immediate
action. Climate change education in
schools, promotion of low carbon
technologies, stringent taxes on
carbon emissions, elimination of
single use plastics, and political
engagement by young people to
further climate action were some of

Speaking about the side event, Fr
Thomas Pallithanam, the Salesian
representative at the UN, said that he
was happy that young people had
the opportunity to voice their opinions
on the important subject of climate
change. “It was wonderful that we
had four young people from four
different continents on the panel.
They represented Salesian youth
worldwide. Young people today feel
the urgency of climate action and
other environmental issues, and we
Salesians must support them in
responding to these challenges. I am
glad that Salesian Missions was able
to facilitate this event and bring these
voices to the UN,” said Pallithanam.
The four young panelists now return
to their home countries as ‘green
ambassadors’. “I now no longer
represent just myself, or even my
institution, I represent my country,”
said September Kelokelo. “I now
have the responsibility to work for my
country and its young people, so that
the climate crisis does not destroy
their future and their aspirations.”
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- Nigel Akuani

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God (Mt 5:8)

Why guys want to

WAIT

Young men take on a promise to ‘Live Pure’ in Lae
Article adapted from: Love One Another Catholic Magazine, No 44

In God’s commandments there is an explicit injunction dictated from pure
love, that we should not commit sins of impurity, nor carry on ‘in the
passions in our flesh’. (Eph 2:3). This second issue brings you the views of
young men. May it inspire us all.

When a boy
masters this
control,
it will have
significantly
improved his
approach by
way of talking
or acting
towards a
female.

18

Being ‘chaste’ is an important aspect that
adds value to the spiritual, emotional and
physical wellbeing of a person. It played
an important role in that past, and still
does today. Being chaste means, it will
reduce the likeliness of a failed marriage.
You have been instilled with strong moral
values, and these values guide your
conduct, either at home or elsewhere.
Young boys today are an energetic and an
enthusiastic bunch, always trying to prove
a point. They want to show that they are
mature and that every action they take is
right. Many blame the drastic changes
taking place each day as humans
continue to evolve and become more
complicated. They could go on to say that
the rapid advances in technology, draws
young boys and men to adopt a lifestyle
without any safeguards.
Learning to be chaste and respect girls
This means a boy learns how to control
his impulse, and not get carried away by
the emotions they are experiencing with a
girl. Over time, the boy will have
developed a sense of respect for himself
and toward the girl. When a boy masters
this control, it will have significantly
improved his approach by way of talking
or acting towards a female. This practice
of chastity for a male also means that they
may be free from a guilty conscience.
Boys, girls, men, and women intending to
get married must not break this sacred
commandment of chastity. As declared by
Genesis 1:27: “So God created man in his
own image, in the image of God he
created him; male and female he created
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them.” God deemed girls and women to
be respected and valued the same as
men. Therefore, equal treatment of girls
and women as individuals, is essential.
When a boy or a young man chooses to
learn and remain chaste till marriage, the
practice of remaining chaste reinforces
this law acknowledged by God. The boy
or man ultimately grows to become a
God-fearing person, but a protective,
loving and faithful partner to his spouse.
Sin Diminishes Man
Due to the rapid growth of new technology
with the notion of ‘evolving and becoming
civilised’; civilisation has somewhat lost or
broken its moral compass in deciding
what is decent and ethically right.
Consequently, we have our young ones,
especially males, today drifting about
aimlessly and getting involved in
situations many would regard as ‘Taboo’.
These situations have caused young
individuals to defy the laws clearly set out
by God, and in doing so, have caused
them to continue corrupting and
destroying their lives without them even
realising it. What is frightening is that
these selfish behaviours are attracting
many others who are just beginning to
grow up into teens. From watching nudity
on the Internet, overconsumption of drugs
and alcohol, picking up easy girls in clubs,
etc. However different they all may seem,
they all have one thing in common; it is to
corrupt and destroy the minds of
youngsters today. Imagine a world led by
these same youngsters in the future. It
really is quite daunting.

As written by
philosopher
Roman
Ingarden, who
studied
culture and its
impact on
man: “If our
works are
valuable,
beautiful,
spiritually rich,
noble and
wise, we ourselves become wiser through them, and if
they carry traces of evil, ugliness, impotence,
sickness and madness, we become worse, poorer,
weaker and sick under their impact.”

Sharing our convictions
Remaining chaste until marriage for me is to await the
best. “Who you date is one of the most important
decisions you will make. Don’t settle for relationships that
happen prior to marriage. You deserve God’s best.” Sisia Tom, Kerema, 19, Year 12 Student
Prayer is important when talking about relationships. For
your relationships to work out well, you have to pray.
Praying ensures that your relationship does not in any
way violate God’s laws. When you pray, it makes you
become aware of God’s standards, and so you try your
best to keep them. Whenever I get into a situation where
I'm tempted, I remember God’s standard of remaining
chaste till marriage. It is a sacred thing, and it is enough
to keep me from going through with something I would
later regret. - Jackson Danigi, Eastern Highlands, 26,
Mechanic

All these dreadful circumstances people face today
that affects their lives both professionally and
personally, all stem from these promiscuous and
immoral behaviours. This raises the question of where
humanity is heading if it continues down this path for
another decade. There is only one destination that
springs to mind for the sum of all things bad and evil
in this world, a destructive place; some might even
refer to as ‘hell on earth’. As prescribed by the
scriptures Tobit 12:10- “Those who commit sin are
their own worst enemies”. We speak today of the
civilization of death, not only because it promotes
violence, abortion and euthanasia, but also because it
kills in young people what is most noble in them:
ideals, talent, freedom and love. Youth is a very
important time. If you live it out well, you will reap
good food throughout your life. If you live it out badly,
you will reap bad fruit. You reap what you sow.
Don't get involved with someone who is sexually
experienced. She will be demanding of you and at times
you will feel as though you are disappointing her. If their
convictions about the relationship are different from yours,
just simply walk away. Once you get involved in sexual
activity, there is no turning back, because sex is like an
addiction that will make you feel the need for sex. You will
not be able to realise the strain causing the deterioration
of your relationship, because you are now in it for
pleasure and not love. As an old saying goes: “Sin will
take you farther than you want to go, and keep you longer
than you wanted to stay. So do not even get started”.
- John Karukotoro, East New Britain, 23, Teacher
If you are being pressured by a girl, make your standards
bluntly clear to her. Know your limits before engaging with
her, and uphold your standards. Do not fall beneath them.
- Diodi Gabe, Year 11, Hanuabada Village

Conclusion
In a world that is constantly changing, it is good to note that young men understand
the ‘importance of being chaste’. Below are passages from scripture that highlight the
need to be chaste.

•
•
•
•

Genesis 39:7–21 (Joseph fled from sexual sin)
1 Cor 3:16 (You are Gods temple. Gods spirit dwells in you)
Lev 18:22 (Sexual sin is an abomination)
Mt 15:19 (Out of the heart come evil thoughts)

The key to love is chastity, because it is only through chastity that we can learn to love
one another as God loves us. That kind of love does not depend upon what another
does for us. We love others because God gave us the ability to do so, and it is in
doing so that we fulfill our destiny as His children."If we love one another, God
remains in us, and his love is brought to perfection in us" (1 Jn 4:12).

St Mother Teresa also gave this advice to young people:
• You are the future of the joy of loving.
• You are making of your life something beautiful for God.
• That you love a girl or that you love a boy is beautiful, but do not
spoil it. Do not destroy it.
• Keep your heart pure for the future of your family life.
• On the day of your marriage you can give something beautiful to
each other - the joy of a pure love and a commitment forever.
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Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples Pontifical Mission Societies
EXTRAORDINARY MISSIONARY MONTH

Baptised and Sent

The Church of Christ on Mission in the World.
Cultural Day at Don Bosco Technological Institute, Boroko

In the month of October 2019, the whole Church revives her
missionary commitment as we commemorate the centenary of
the Apostolic Letter Maximum Illud of Pope Benedict XV
(30 November 1919). Its farsighted and prophetic vision
of the apostolate gives fresh evangelical impulse to the
work of preaching and bringing to the world the
salvation of Jesus Christ, who died and rose again.
Each of us is a
mission to the
world, for
each of us is
the fruit of
God’s love.

20

Celebrating this month will help us
rediscover the missionary dimension of
our faith in Jesus Christ, a faith graciously
bestowed on us in baptism. It is a treasure
to be given, communicated and
proclaimed: that is the meaning of
mission. We received this gift freely and
we share it freely (cf. Mt10:8), without
excluding anyone. We do not practise
proselytism. God wills that all people be
saved by coming to know the truth and
experiencing his mercy through the
ministry of the Church, the universal
sacrament of salvation (cf. 1
Tim 2:4; Lumen Gentium, 48).

the sacraments and in fraternal love,
impels us to go forth to the ends of the
earth (cf. Mic 5:4; Mt 28:19; Acts 1:8; Rom
10:18). The man who preaches God must
be a man of God (cf. Maximum Illud).

This missionary mandate touches us
personally: I am a mission, always; you
are a mission, always; every baptized man
and woman is a mission. People in love
never stand still: they are drawn out of
themselves; they are attracted and attract
others in turn; they give themselves to
others and build relationships that are lifegiving. As far as God’s love is concerned,
no one is useless or insignificant. Each of
The Church is on mission in the world.
us is a mission to the world. Each of us is
Faith in Jesus Christ enables us to see all the fruit of God’s love. Even if parents can
things in their proper perspective, as we
betray their loved ones by lies, hatred and
view the world with God’s own eyes and
infidelity, God never takes back his gift of
heart. Hope opens us up to the eternal
life. From eternity he has destined each of
horizons of the divine life that we share.
his children to share in his divine and
Charity, of which we have a foretaste in
eternal life (cf. Eph 1:3-6).
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The theme for the
He foresees the end of colonialism.
Extraordinary
He perceives the dangers of
Missionary Month is:
missionaries remaining attached to
“Baptised and sent:
their countries of origin or being too
The Church of
close to the colonial administrators.
Christ on mission
He repeatedly calls on them to
in the world”. It is a
inculturate, respect the local people,
reawakening and an
their customs and way fo life, to learn
awareness of the
their language, to identify themselves
missio ad gentes, and
with the people they evangelise and
reinvigorating the
to take a distance from the colonial
responsibility of proclaiming the Gospel
administrators.
with new enthusiasm. These are themes 3. Despite the very difficult times of the
that combine the pastoral concern of
war and its aftermath, he looks
Pope Benedict XV in Maximum Illud
positively at the opportunities
with the missionary vitality expressed by
presented by the situation, just as
Pope Francis in Evangelii Gaudium:
Pope Francis speaks simultaneously
«missionary outreach is paradigmatic for
of a ‘Third World War already being
all the Church’s activity» (EG 15).
fought piecemeal’ and the beauty of
the opportunities available to
Here are a few important points outlined
humankind today.
by Fr Guillermo Basañes, Councillor for
4. It is good to remember that Maximum
the Missions of the Salesians of Don
Illud was written a hundred years ago.
Bosco regarding Maximum Illud:
Perhaps some words would be
1. The exhortation is written in the
considered inappropriate.
immediate aftermath of the First
World War. Amidst the violence and
the destruction we need to ensure
that our lives dwell on peace and
harmony.
2. Though the colonising powers
continued to believe in the indefinite
continuation of their empires and
decolonisation mostly took place only
after the Second World War, Pope
Benedict XV had a better
understanding of the global reality.

The commitment to personal and communal conversion to Jesus Christ crucified,
risen, and alive in his Church, will renew the ardour and passion for witnessing to the
world the Gospel of life and Paschal joy (cf. Lk 24:46-49) through proclamation and
Christian living.
There are four dimensions, specified by the Pope, to live more intensely the journey
of preparation for and implementation of the Extraordinary Missionary Month –
October 2019:
1. A personal encounter with Jesus Christ living in his Church: in the
Eucharist, in the Word of God, and in personal and communal prayer.
2. Testimony: missionary saints, martyrs, and confessors of the faith as an
expression of the Church scattered throughout the world.
3. Missionary formation: biblical, catechetical, spiritual, and theological.
4. Missionary charity.

The Logo

The World: The logo is in the shape of the world.
The Cross: reminds us that Christ is for the entire world.
The colours: White is for Europe; Green is for Africa;
Red is for America; Yellow is for Asia and Blue for
Oceania.
The words: Baptised and sent is a reminder to all of us
that everything good needs to be shared.
The Documents and other Resources can be downloaded from: october2019.va. Alternatively you can
request for them from Fr Valentine Gryk, PMS Director. E-mail: missionpng@gmail.com
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NEWS from the Dioceses
Legion of Mary Celebrates 10th Anniversary
- Fr. Martin We-en

on Sunday 7th July. The event was concelebrated by Bishop
Gilles Cote, Bishop of the Diocese of Daru-Kiunga, Fr.
Martin We-en, Director of Radio Maria PNG and Spiritual
Director of the Regia, Fr. Alphonse Dende, a diocesan priest
from the Diocese of Kimbe and over 500 members of the
Legion of Mary from the three dioceses of the southern
region.

Daru-Kiunga: The Legion of Mary celebrated its 10th
Anniversary in the Diocese of Daru-Kiunga, Western
province of the Regia of the Southern Region of the Legion
of Mary. It commenced on Wednesday 3rd July and ended

The three dioceses were the Archdiocese of Port Moresby,
Diocese of Bereina and the Diocese of Daru-Kiunga.
Celebrations began with the arrival and welcome ceremony
of the legionaries from the two dioceses by the hosting
diocese.

Vanimo pilgrims visit Rome and Holy Land
- Fr Martín Prado IVE

Rome: Members of the Incarnate Word also known as “IVE
Fathers” from the Diocese of Vanimo, finally realised their
long awaited dream of visiting Rome and the Holy Land.

and the
Apostles, and
then visit
Rome, the city
The 20-member group led by Fr Martín Prado IVE, departed that St. Peter,
on Monday 15th July and returned on Thursday 15th August. the first Pope
Fr Martin explained that their dream of visiting these pilgrim and the one to
places became a reality about a year ago, when they
whom Jesus
received an invitation to participate in the IVE meeting in
entrusted the
Rome. “It is an international gathering of members of the
Church, shed his blood as a martyr.”
Incarnate Word where we try to form ways in evangelising
“In Rome, almost 60 countries would be present, so we also
culture,” Fr Martín stated.
were very excited to take part,” said Fr Martin. “It was the
first time that the congregation would have a meeting with
“A year of preparations and fundraisings then followed. We
priests, sisters and lay people from all over the world”, he
would visit the Holy Land, the land of Jesus, of Our Lady
continued.

Mendi celebrates 2019 Highlands Youth Rally
- Fr. Robert Ablewicz MSF

Diocese of Goroka. Fr Robert Ablewicz MSF, Youth
Coordinator & Vocation Director of the Diocese of Mendi, 25
Diocesan Priests, 20 Religious Sisters, 3 Deacons, 2
Seminarians, Laity personnel and youths from the dioceses
of Goroka, Kundiawa, Mt Hagen and Mendi attended the
celebrations and shared their insights and reflections.
Bp Kaluza highlighted the importance of prayer. Called to
the Holiness and Baptized and Sent were also dealt with on
Mendi: Celebrations of the week-long 2019 Highlands Youth different days. It was also a time to give praise, give thanks
Rally (HYR) came to an end on Saturday 13th July, at the
and pray to the Almighty Father. The week-long
Kewabi Catholic Church, in the Diocese of Mendi.
celebrations had great music, beautiful traditional singing,
dancing in traditional attire, and drama based on Biblical
‘Called to the Fullness of Life and Love,’ was dealt with on
scriptures.The next Highlands Youth Rally will be held in
Tuesday 9th July, by Bishop Dariusz Kaluza MSF, of the
2021 in Goroka.

Youth Weekend inspires Young people
- Eugenia Wochem and Winifred Worealevi

Lae: An empowering Youth Weekend from 09th to 11th
August 2019, was held at St. Joseph's Pastoral Center, Lae,
Morobe Province. The weekend was attended by 108
young people and leaders from St Mary’s parish, St Martins
parish and St. Michael’s parish was animated by Youth and
Social Communications Secretary of the Catholic Bishops
Conference, Fr Ambrose Pereira SDB.

communities and
families”, he said.
The Sacrament of
Reconciliation gave
several an
opportunity to make
their peace with
God. A Eucharistic Celebration brought the seminar to a
He spoke on the theme of the Laity for this year 2019, "A
close on Sunday 11th August. 27 participants, 12 males & 15
Call to Holiness" and Christus Vivit. The participants
females, came forward to commit themselves to "Live Pure".
interacted with each other, prayed, discussed and shared on A special souvenir of a crucifix was presented to every
relationships, respect and committed love. “It is young
participant. The youth weekend was coordinated by Fr
people who are able to break this cycle of abuse in
Arnold Schmitt, administrator of St. Mary’s Parish, Lae.
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Bishop Anton Bal
Appointed Archbishop of Madang
Pope Francis has appointed His Excellency Most
Reverend Anton Bal, as the new Archbishop of Madang.
Bishop Bal was born in Yuri (Diocese of Kundiawa) on 29th
November, 1963. After his elementary studies at Dirima
Primary School and Kundiu High School, he entered St
Fidelis minor seminary at Madang. He studied Philosophy
and Theology at the Holy Spirit Seminary, Bomana, Port
Moresby and was ordained priest for the Diocese of
Kundiawa in 1991. From 2004 to 2007, he was Vicar
General of the Diocese of Kundiawa and Administrator of
the Cathedral of Kundiawa.

He was elected Auxiliary Bishop
of Kundiawa on 5th June, 2007
and received the Episcopal
Consecrations on 10th
September. He was appointed
as the Ordinary Bishop of
Kundiawa on 12th January 2009.
Currently Bishop Anton Bal is the Vice President of the
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Papua New Guinea and
Solomon Islands, Chairman of the Committee for Integral
Human Development and Bishop Deputy of the National
Family Life Commission.

Bishop Otto Separy
as Bishop of Bereina
Pope Francis has appointed His
Excellency Most Reverend Otto
Separy, as the new Bishop of
Bereina.

On 2nd July 2007, he was appointed the Auxiliary Bishop of
Aitape and ordained bishop on 30th October. On 9th June
2009 he was appointed by the Holy Father Pope Benedict
XVI as the Bishop Ordinary of Aitape.

Bishop Otto was born in Kubila
At present he is the Deputy Bishop of the Commission for
(Diocese of Wewak) on 5th August, New Evangelization of the Catholic Bishops Conference of
1957. He was ordained priest for Papua New Guinea and Solomon Islands.
the Diocese of Wewak on 19th June 1991 and held offices as
Parish priest and the Chancellor of the Diocese of Wewak.

Film Festival highlights Family Values
-

Abigail Seta and Nigel Akuani

Port Moresby: The Third International Short Film Festival
2019 (ISFF19) was held on Saturday, 3rd August at the
Paradise Cinema, Vision City, Port Moresby. 220 students,
parents, teachers and media personnel attended the event.

Sir John Cardinal Ribat MSC, Archbishop of Port Moresby
opened the celebrations and spoke of the underlying power
contained in media. “The media is important, and it is
wonderful that young people can use it to address the
issues affecting themselves. They are struggling to be part
of a safe and happy family environment,” said the Cardinal.

The festival
went on to
showcase short
films from
different
countries and
films created by
young students
during their
attendance of
the four Media Education Seminars (MES) held earlier this
year. Highlights of the media seminars and the Chat Room
sessions, held in collaboration with NBC Tribe FM were also
screened. The films screened opened up discussions on the
issues presented. “Violence is a very serious issue and we
cannot be a bystander,” said Dr Catherine Nongkas.

“The Media Education Seminars have given the animators
an opportunity to engage with the students and open up
avenues for them, as they strive to make sense of the
issues they encounter in their own families,” said Anastasia
Hasola, Marianville Media Animator.

Jubilee Catholic Secondary School were awarded the first
place for their 4-minute film entitled, ‘All for Love.’ Limana
Vocational School emerged second for their film ‘The
Changed Hand’ while the film ‘Saving Family’ produced by
De La Salle was third.

RESOURCES FOR ANIMATION

Hosted by the Social Communications Commission of the
Catholic Bishops Conference of Papua New Guinea and
Solomon Islands, the ISFF19 dwelt on the theme: ‘Safe
Family, Happy Family.’

A Call to Holiness
A youth resource manual that offers
one possibilities to animate and
conduct youth group sessions.
40 pages - Price: K 5/- only.

Safe Family
Happy Family

Church Alive

is a Catholic family magazine that strives to share
the faith stories, reflections and news items that will
inspire, encourage and motivate you to live your
Catholic Faith.
Copies for students, young people and the laity are
available at the CBC Social Communications office.
Price: K 2/- only.
Gratitude to:

Films that will evoke discussions in families,
young people, students and especially among
women. ISFF19 kits - Price: K 100/- only.
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