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Pone Francis’ 38 days of leadership from hospital - Salvatore Cernuzio

Despite being unwell, Pope Francis has continued to lead the Church and Today, Pope Francis finds himself in a similar position - convalescing at home
advocate for peace, much like he did during the Covid-19 pandemic. From his after a serious case of pneumonia, which left him hospitalised for 38 days.
hospital bed, he has made over 40 key appointments, initiated plans for the 2028 Although the crisis has shifted from a global pandemic to war, rearmament, and
Ecclesial Assembly, and issued numerous appeals for peace. growing poverty, the message is the same, and that is that we are all in this

together.

Leading the Church from hospital: Even whilst he was recovering, Pope
Francis continued to guide the Church through its challenges. While in hospital,
he kept a close watch on global conflicts, calling out the absurdity of war in his
Angelus reflections. He consistently appealed for peace in Ukraine, lIsrael,
Palestine, the Middle East, Myanmar, DRC and Sudan. He also denounced the
humanitarian crisis in Gaza, calling for an immediate ceasefire and urging the
international community to act.

In his message to the Italian newspaper Corriere della Sera, written from his
hospital room, the Pope pointed to the power of words, warning that they can
either unite or divide. “We must disarm words to disarm minds and disarm the
Earth,” he urged, critiquing Europe’s growing militarisation and reinforcing the
need for renewed diplomacy.

Appointments: Despite being physically weakened, Pope Francis remained
active in the administration of the Church. Over his 38 days in hospital, he made
44 appointments, including new bishops, nuncios, and Vatican officials. He also
signed important documents, such as the establishment of a commission to
promote donations to the Holy See, designed to support Vatican projects and
initiatives.

On the Church’s broader future, Pope Francis initiated a three-year
preparation process for the 2028 Ecclesial Assembly. This step, part of his
ongoing commitment to reform, aims to build on progress made without the need

The Statue of St John Paul Il in front of Rome®s Gemelli Hospital where Pope Francis was treated for pneumoniaE for a new Synod_

(Picture Courtesy: ©Vatican Media/Dicastery for Communication)

A steady presence : Amid personal illness and global turmoil, Pope Francis

Five years ago, Pope Francis stood alone in an empty St Peter's Square, has remained a steady and guiding figure for the Church. Even when physically
surrounded only by lights and the sounds of sirens, as the world went into distant, his leadership never faltered. He has continued to show that, even in
lockdown due to the Covid-19 pandemic. “We are all in the same boat,” he said. isolation, the Pope is never truly absent, always present in spirit and action.

Pope clears path for canonization of PNG Blessed Peter To Rot

Pope Francis approves decrees related to the
canonization of martyred layman Peter To Rot from
Papua New Guinea, Archbishop Ignatius Choukrallah
Maloyan, who was murdered during the Armenian
genocide, and Venezuelan religious founder Mother
Maria del Monte Carmelo.

The Church will soon have three new saints and a
new blessed, as well as a new venerable, after Pope
Francis authorized the publication of decrees related
to several causes of canonization on Monday.

The Pope cleared the path to canonization for
Blessed Peter To Rot, a layman martyred for the faith
in present-day Papua New Guinea (PNG).

First Papuan Saint: Born on March 5, 1912,
Blessed Peter was educated in the Christian faith and
became a catechist, and his life was characterized by
charity, humility, and dedication to the poor and
orphans.

During the Japanese occupation of PNG during the
Second World War, Blessed Peter continued to
prepare couples for marriage as missionaries were
imprisoned. When his pastoral activity was forbidden,
he carried out his apostolate in secret, fully aware that
he was risking his life.

He staunchly defended the sanctity of marriage
and opposed the practice of polygamy, confronting
even his older brother, who had taken a second wife.
Blessed Peter’s brother reported him to the police,
and he was sentenced to two months in prison, where
he died of poisoning in July 1945.

Pope St. John Paul Il beatified Blessed Peter To
Rot on January 17, 1995, in Port Moresby.

Armenian Archbishop martyred during
genocide: The Pope also cleared the way for the
canonization of Blessed Ignatius Choukrallah
Maloyan, who was born in 1869 in Mardin, in present-
day Turkiye.

Ordained a priest in 1883 in Lebanon, he took the

Christian name Ignatius and became known as an
excellent preacher in both Arabic and Turkish,
devoting himself to parish ministry and the study of
sacred texts in Alexandria, Egypt.

In 1911, Pope Pius X appointed him Archbishop of
Mardin during the Synod of Armenian Bishops in
Rome, which examined the situation in Turkey after
the rise of the Young Turks movement.

After Turkish forces entered the First World War,
Archbishop Maloyan was arrested along with 13
priests and 600 other Christians in the tumult that
included forced enlistments and harassment against
Christians, particularly Armenian Christians.

Archbishop Maloyan and his companions were
executed on June 3, 1915, when they refused to
renounce the faith. He was beatified by Pope St. John
Paul Il on October 7, 2001.

First Venezuelan-born saint:  Venezuela will also
have its first native-born saint, as the Pope
recognized a miracle attributed to Blessed Maria del
Monte Carmelo, born Carmen Elena Rendiles
Martinez in Caracas on August 11, 1903.

She joined the Congregation of the Servants of
Jesus of the Blessed Sacrament in 1927 and then left
with several other Latin American sisters to found the
Congregation of the Servants of Jesus in 1946.

She spent the final years of her life in a wheelchair

following a car accident in 1974 and died on May 9, § o

1977.

The miracle attributed to her intercession involved
the 2015 healing of a young woman in Caracas with a
heart condition.

Miracle of Italian priest, heroic virtues of
Brazilian priest: Pope Francis also recognized a
miracle attributed to Fr. Carmelo De Palma, an Italian
priest from Bari, who was born on January 27, 1876.

- Tiziana Campisi and Devin Watkins

Inspired by the Benedictine charism, Venerable De
Palma dedicated himself to offering spiritual direction
for priests, nuns, and seminarians, becoming known
as a “hero of the confessional.”

The miracle involved the healing of a Benedictine
nun in 2013 afflicted by a debilitating degenerative
illness.

On Monday, the Pope also recognized the heroic
virtues of Servant of God José Antbnio de Maria
Ibiapina, a 19th-century Brazilian politician-turned-
priest.

His Lordship Bishop John Bosco Auram presenting an image of Blessed
Peter To Rot in Port Moresby on September 9, 2024E(Picture Courtesy:
©Vatican Media/Dicastery for Communication)
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A Reflection on Faith, Freedom, and National Unity in Papua New Guinea

As we all know there has been a
series of complaints about the
Papua New Guinea Government
declaring Papua New Guinea as a
Christian country by law. This raises
important questions about faith,
government, and unity. The PNG
Constitution gives every citizen the
right to choose their religion,
whether Christian, another faith, or no religion at all.
Christianity teaches that faith should be chosen
freely, not forced by law. A truly Christian nation
should show love, respect, and acceptance for all
people, no matter what they believe.

PNG is a country rich in different cultures,
languages, and religions. If one religion is placed
above others, some people may feel left out, which
can cause division and tension. History has shown
that when governments support only one religion, it
can lead to conflicts. True unity comes from respect

=

and understanding, not from laws that favour one
group over another.

The church and government should each focus on
their own responsibilities. The government'’s job is to
create fair laws for everyone, while churches guide
people in their faith, morals and values.

Instead of changing the Constitution, PNG should
focus on living by Christian values in daily life. This
means showing honesty, kindness, fairness, and
justice. Leaders should work on solving real problems
like corruption, poverty, and lack of basic services.
Actions matter more than words or laws. If people
and leaders act with Christian values, the whole
country will reflect those values naturally.

PNG should work on bringing people of all
religions together rather than creating divisions. The
government should encourage cooperation between
different religious groups to build peace and
understanding. By respecting all beliefs, PNG can
create a fair and just society for everyone.

- Fr. Lawrence Arockiaraj
CBC General Secretary

Christianity is already a big part of PNG’s culture.
There is no need to change the law to prove that.
Instead, we should focus on showing love, justice,
and service in our daily lives. A country that includes
and respects all its people will always be stronger
than one that is divided.

Let us choose unity and respect. Let us make faith
a personal journey, not a legal rule. A truly Christian
nation is not one that enforces religion by law, but
one that lives by love and justice.

In the end, the true solution to the violence in our
country is love, the love of God and the love we show
to one another. If we rediscover the strength of our
culture and teachings, if we support each other as
one family in Christ, we can overcome this darkness
and bring peace back to our homes and communities.
Let us not forget the words of Jesus: "Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they shall be called children of
God" (Matthew 5:9). May we all strive to be
peacemakers in our homes, in our communities, and
in our country.

The Letters of St Paul: 2 Titus

Date: It is believed that Paul wrote
Titus sometime between the years
63 and 66, around the same time he
wrote 1 Timothy, around the year 65.
Destination and Purpose: The
/”’ Iette( was sent to Titus on the

1, / Mediterranean island of Crete.
. SR Although Crete had an established
Jewish community (1:10; Acts 2:11), its inhabitants
were mostly Gentiles and pagans infamous for their
moral decadence (Tit 1:12). Paul and Titus had
previously evangelized parts of the island together,
but Titus was left behind while Paul continued to
travel. Titus was charged with organizing the converts
into communities and ensuring that elders or
presbyters (priests) were appointed to lead the flock

(1:5). Paul now writes to encourage Titus and to
authorize his spiritual and organizational efforts
(2:15).

Themes and Characteristics: The letter to Titus
shares much in common with 1 Timothy, although its
instructions are less detailed and its tone is less
personal. Still, both letters are addressed to young
bishops on temporary assignment: Titus on the island
of Crete (1:5) and Timothy in the city of Ephesus (1
Tim 1:3). These are men Paul can trust. These are
the men he is grooming to continue his ministry after
his death. The themes of the letter follow the
instructions that Paul is giving to Titus, whose mission
is to organize both the pastoral leadership and the
personal lives of the believers on Crete. (1) Pastoral
leadership. The first assignment given to Titus is to

- Fr. Tomds Ravaioli IVE
Liturgical Catechetical Institute Director

ordain qualified elders (priests) in every town, lest
Christians on the island be like wandering sheep
without shepherds to lead them (1:5). This is not to be
done arbitrarily but with discernment. In Paul's mind,
the only fitting candidates for spiritual leadership are
men of proven character and deep convictions
(1:7-8). As a final note, Paul stresses that candidates
must be competent instructors and defenders of the
truth, able to lead the faithful as teachers and
apologists (1:9). (2) Personal Living. Paul reasons
that because Christianity is advertised to the world
through our actions, it is important that our behavior
be consistent with our beliefs, lest the Church of God
be discredited in the eyes of nonbe-lievers. There is
thus a strong emphasis in Titus that believers should
be zealous for every good work (2:7, 14; 3:1, 8, 14).

| was invited to give a
talk to the young people
in Port Moresby at the
Catholic Youths Cultural
Festival on Saturday 10
September 2022 at the
St John the Apostle
parish, Tokarara. The
Theme of the festival
was “Young People
Embracing our Diverse Cultures, Beliefs and
Talents Challenged to be Salt and Light of the
World”. Youths came from around the 19
parishes of the Archdiocese of Port Moresby
including the Holy Family parish of Kuriva, St
Stephen’s parish of Cape Rodney, Holy Trinity
parish of Boregaina, and St Leo the Great parish
of Sogeri. My reflections were:

Culture can mean number of things. It
commonly refers to traditional cultures, arts and
crafts of indigenous communities. PNG is one
such society, a nation of 1,000 tribes and
cultures.

If culture is defined as a way of life, there is
also the Christian culture of the “love of God and
love of neighbor”. Love is at the heart of
Christian living. Traditional cultures are diverse
in our tribal groups. The Christian culture of love
is universal.

On love of neighbor Jesus says, “love your
neighbor as you love yourself” (Mk 12:31). It
means, not only do we do to others as we want
them to do to us, we are also expected to
respect and care for ourselves. It is about the
care for our physical bodies and spiritual lives,
avoiding habits that are not good, such as
alcohol, illicit drugs, and things that take us away
from Jesus. Respect for oneself and others has
to be built on love and care. True freedom is not
just a freedom to do what we want. It is also
about choosing what is good and rejecting what
is not.

We have to be aware and wary of the many
emerging cultures which include violence and
killing, beliefs in sorcery, and corruption. Culture
is dynamic. It changes with time. If culture
means a way of life, we are to be careful that we

- Mr Paul Harricknen, OL

Catholic Professionals Society President

do not accept violence, sorcery and corruption
as a way of life.

Culture can lead to life or death. Culture of life
is godly and good, whereas culture of death is
not. If we are challenged to be salt and light of
the world, we are to accept that which is of life
and reject that which is of death. The power to
make choices, for good or evil, is in each one of
us.

Young people are encouraged to look to role
models for inspiration. Jesus, Mary and Joseph,
Saints of the Church, our own Blessed Peter
ToRot. Our fathers and mothers, leaders in
communities and country can be some good role
models to draw inspiration from to be salt and
light of the world.

Blessed Peter ToRot continues to inspire us
as a role model of salt and light of the world. Salt
is about preservation of life from corruption and
decay. Light is about showing the way and a
warning sign as well. ToRot preserved many
young people in his time from the corruption of
sin. He was a tireless and courageous preacher
of the truth.

Cardinal Ribat on third Sunday of Lent: Our lives are like fig trees; we are expected to hear fruit

- Sr Grace Nakan FSM

Goroka: The Third Sunday of Lent at
North Goroka Holy Family Parish was a
special Eucharist Celebration for the
students and staff of the University of
Goroka and Goroka Technical College,
as they welcomed his Eminence John
Cardinal Ribat MSC, who was the main
celebrant. His surprise visit brought
great joy and blessings to the Catholic
community at both institutions.

In his homily, Cardinal Ribat shared
on the first reading of witnessing a
burning bush that was not consumed by
the fire. God spoke to Moses, declaring
that he was on holy ground and
expecting him to come bare foot and
telling him that he had heard the cries of
his people, Israel.

"Moses followed God wholeheartedly
and received the commandments.
Similarly, we are called by God to
surrender our lives to him and to return
fully to him. We are all on Holy Ground
and are invited to offer ourselves in total
surrender to God".

Cardinal Ribat then reflected on the
Gospel reading focusing on the fig tree,
which symbolizes peace and prosperity.

"Our lives are like fig trees; we are
expected to bear fruit. We must strive to
follow God’'s will. Our studies, too,
should bear fruit, requiring us to make
time and devote ourselves to our
education. This life is a gift from God,
and we are called to live purposely for
him, especially during this Lenten
season, which encourages us to help

one another and draw closer to God,
just as Moses did. Since God granted
us life, we should return it by living
according to his will. We must also let
go of negative attachments like
jealousy, pride, and anger to allow
God's ways to flourish in us".

His Eminence concluded his homily
by reminding the congregation that we
are all on Holy grounds, called to
different vocations and encouraged
everyone to live a life of commitment
with God.

The students had an opportunity to
meet and greet the Cardinal after mass.

The congregation appreciates and
gives thanks to God for the surprise visit
and inspiring homily delivered by his
Eminence John Cardinal Ribat MSC.

May God continue to bless his
ministry in shepherding the Catholic
faithful in Papua New Guinea and the

Solomon Islands!

His Eminence Sir John Cardinal Ribat MSC during mass.
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Holy Water:

The first thing you do when you walk
into a Catholic Church is bless
yourself with holy water. As you
enter the church, look for the holy
water font near the entrance and
bless yourself with the holy water as
you quietly say, “In the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.”
This little ritual reminds us of our baptism that's why
the font is near the door of the church because we
‘entered the Church through baptism.’

At the same time, this gesture is also a
sacramental and can absolve us of our venial sins
and protect us from the devil. As St.Teresa of Avila
said, “Nothing drives away the devil faster than holy
water.” Blessing yourself with holy water as you enter
the church will remind you that you are in a sacred
place for a sacred time.

The Catholic Church teaches that Christ instituted
seven “sacraments” — means by which grace is
conferred. But beyond that, the Church recognizes
other aids to devotion, such as medals, rosaries,
scapulars and statues, all of which they call
“sacramentals.” Actions (such as the sign of the
cross) can be sacramentals, as well. Holy water, like
those other aids to piety, is a “sacramental.”

When you dip your finger into the holy water font
at the entrance of the church and make the sign of

The Imnortance of Holy Water in the Cathelic Church.

the cross, you are touching your forehead (your
mind), your shoulders and your heart with a
sacramental. If this simple action is performed in
faith, it imparts grace to the believer.

In the Scriptures, Israelite priests used to purify
the people and places by sprinkling them with water
(Leviticus 14:49-52 and Numbers 19-18). Likewise, in
Numbers 5 God calls on his people to use holy water
in a blessing.

Israelite priests used water ritually, to wash their
hands before and after offering sacrifices. And the
great Temple in Jerusalem had fonts at the
entrances, in which worshippers could cleanse
themselves before entering.

In the Mass, the priest washes his hands at the
beginning of the Liturgy of the Eucharist, as he
prepares to offer the bread and wine which will be
consecrated and will become the Body and Blood of
Christ. In Mathew 28:19, Jesus instructed his
disciples, “Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
the Son and the Holy Spirit.”

In the sacrament of Baptism, holy water is the
material substance used by God to effect the
remission of sins.

Where does holy water come from? Plain water is
made holy when it is blessed by a priest. At the
Easter Vigil, water is blessed for the baptism of those
being received into the Church that night. In the past,

this holy water was retained for use throughout the

for baptisms outside of the Easter Season.

fonts that sit in the vestibule or at the entrance to the

with the use of this sacramental, the less power the

followers of Christ whom we promised to obey when
we were baptized.

- Sr Daisy Anne Lisania Augustine MSC
Secretary for Social Communication

liturgical year. Now, the custom is to use fresh water

Once it is blessed, the holy water is reserved in a
receptacle that is accessible to worshippers. Most
churches have small fonts at the entrance to the
church; some churches now have large baptismal

church.

So don't forget to sprinkle our homes and
especially our bedrooms with holy water.

Holy water is better than mosquito repellent; this
stuff repels the devil. It repels the devil because the
more we draw close to God in the sacraments and

evil one has over us.

Holy water can also be used to sprinkle one’s own
property, crops and gardens, cars and sheds, or other
personal belongings.

Lastly, keep in mind that since holy water is
sacramental and thus holy, we must never pour this
sacred water down the drain or sewer. It ought to be
poured out on the ground if it has become too old for
practical use. Keep in mind, too, that its spiritual
powers never wear off.

May this sacramental always help us to live as

Declaring Christianity the SIate Hellglﬂll Threalens Religious Freedom

Port Moresby: The Catholic Bishops thought

, and religion for every person,

teaches faith is a personal choice, not

- Ahisha Mangot

that the country’s forefathers chose not
to declare PNG a Christian state

Conference of Papua New Guinea and
the Solomon Islands held a press
conference on March 25, 2025, to
express their opposition to a new bill
voted by 81 Member of Parliament to
make PNG a Christian country on
March 25, 2025.

The Catholic Church believes that
religion should be a personal choice
and that making the country a Christian
state by law would exclude some
people and harm national unity.

During the press conference, Mr.
Paul Harricknen, President of the
Catholic Professionals' Society,
explained the bill's background. Bishop
Otto Separy, CBC PNGSI President,
talked about the social risks of the
Christian Bill and Fr Lawrence
Arockiaraj CBC PNGSI General
Secretary spoke about pressings issues
the government should focus on.

Mr Paul Harricknen a lawyer by
Profession expressed that the recent
decision to make Papua New Guinea a
"Christian State" through the
amendment to the constitution, passed
on March 12, 2025, is unnecessary,
undemocratic, and unconstitutional.
Here's a simple breakdown of the
issues raised:
1.Unnecessary : PNG's constitution
already acknowledges Christian values
in its Preamble, National Goals, and
Directive Principles. The constitution is
a legal and political document, not a
religious one, and adding a religious
label would make the country more like
a theocracy, not a democracy.
2.Undemocratic: The constitution
guarantees freedom of conscience,

which is a fundamental human right.
Making PNG a Christian State would
violate this freedom, going against the
democratic values that PNG was built
on.

3.Unconstitutional:  PNG is a secular
state, meaning politics and government
are separate from religion. Changing
this would turn the country into a
religious state, which goes against the
principles of a free and democratic
society. The amendment also conflicts
with the Constitution's intent to maintain
a secular and democratic government.

Mr Harricknen said that the Catholic
Church and constitutional fathers,
including Sir John Kaputin and Dr. John
Momis, have also opposed the reform,
warning that it is dangerous and
unnecessary. There are concerns that
the consultation process for the
amendment was flawed, and some
guestion whether the Parliamentary
Committee report chaired by Peter
Ipatas was properly reviewed before the
vote.

The current government aims to
make PNG the "richest black Christian
nation" by 2029, supported by certain
Pentecostal and evangelical groups.
However, this amendment is more than
just a symbolic change and could shift
the government structure from a
democracy to a religious state, which
would undermine the country's core
values of freedom and democracy.He
also noted that some of the ideas in the
Bill seem more influenced by Jewish
beliefs than Christian teachings.

Bishop Otto Separy CBC PNGSI
President explained that Christianity

something the government forces on
people. By changing the Constitution to
make Christianity the official religion, he
said, it would go against this important
belief and could leave out people who
follow other religions or different types
of Christianity.

He also pointed out that the current
Constitution protects freedom of
religion, and making Christianity the
state religion could weaken this
protection. Bishop otto reminded
decision-makers of history, where
mixing religion and government led to
conflicts and oppression. He also
emphasized that unity should be the
goal, and the current Constitution helps
protect this by treating everyone equally.
Bishop Otto is appealing to the
government leaders to make decisions
based on conscience, fairness, and
respect for all people, not just to gain
party support or power. He stressed that
true Christian leadership is about
treating everyone with dignity and
respect, no matter their faith.

Fr. Lawrence Arockiaraj, General
Secretary of CBC PNGSI, emphasized

Mr Paul Harricknen.
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because they wanted to be inclusive of
all people.

He also urged the government and the
Church to work together, respecting
PNG's diverse culture, and emphasized
that faith should remain a personal
decision for everyone.

Fr. Lawrence also called attention to
more pressing issues, such as security
concerns, inadequate infrastructure,
and the poor state of the education
system, which he believes the
government should prioritize. He urged
the government and the Church to focus
on their respective roles, ensuring
collaboration for the greater good of the
nation. His concluding remarks stressed
on the importance of inclusivity and
respect for PNG's multi-cultural and
multi-lingual society.

In conclusion, Bishop Separy called for
a focus on teaching moral values in
communities, rather than forcing religion
through law. He reminded everyone that
PNG, while being a Christian country in
spirit, must continue to protect religious
freedom and equality for all.

Picture from left to nght Rev. Fr Lawrence Arocklara] CBC PNGSI PreS|dem Bishop Otto Separy and CPS President
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CBC SOCOM forms Diocesan Media Personnel to use media to Form, Inform and Inspire Pilgrims of Hope.

-Jessica Oata

Alotau: Thirty — five participants representing twenty
— two Archdioceses and Dioceses within the Episcopal
Conference of Papua New Guinea and Solomon
Islands attended a week-long Social Communications
Summit for Diocesan Communications Personnel.

Organized by the Social Communications
Commission of the Catholic Bishops Conference of
PNGSI, the Summit was held from March 16 — 22 at
the St Paul Pastoral Center in Hagita, in the Alotau —
Sideia Diocese.

The Summit featured insightful and inspiring
presentations from both the SOCOM team and guest
facilitators and covered topics on:

*Church Communication

eInternet Ethics

*News Writing

*Photography and video basics

*The role of Caritas PNG

*The role of media in the society

*Heat Press Printing

The program also enabled participants to take part
in group discussions, prayer moments and practical
news writing activities, photography activities and
excursions.

The participants also had the privilege of attending
the Chrism mass at the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart
of Jesus in the heart of Alotau that had His Lordship

Bishop Rolando Santos CM as the main celebrant f
followed by a small but significant closing ceremony §
was held back at the Pastoral Center after the mass '

and highlighted sharing of testimonies by the
participants, Bishop Jozef Roszynski SVD’s final

address, the SOCOM Secretary’s address and the
main highlight — presentation of certificates.

SOCOM Sumn}it participants at East Cape after their excursion and practical activity.


http://devil.as/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3HkWjadU9KCKo5BSSv6YCveSpGvi1fdR1-nSws0RlZMrbHqpctM9g_9G4_aem_ICHEEjk8XAgwn9BWZzG3TA
http://devil.as/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3HkWjadU9KCKo5BSSv6YCveSpGvi1fdR1-nSws0RlZMrbHqpctM9g_9G4_aem_ICHEEjk8XAgwn9BWZzG3TA
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Empowering men in the Footstep of St. Joseph

Honiara, Solomon Islands B
From March 20 to 23, 2025, the
Catholic Archdiocese of
Honiara held a three-day
gathering for Catholic men at
the St. Mother Teresa Family
and Youth Center in Aruligo.

create a meaningful and faith-
filled experience.

The gathering began with an
Opening Mass led by
Archbishop Christopher
Cardone OP, along with 13
priests. In his homily, the

Under the theme OPilgrims of Archbishop encouraged fathers

Hope: Following the Footsteps
of St. Joseph,Othe event gave
men a chance to grow in faith,
reflect on their roles as fathers
and leaders, and renew their
commitment to their families
and communities.

More than 2,500 men
attended from Makira Province,
Ulawa, Russell Islands, the
Central Islands Province, and
Guadalcanal Province. Men
from St. Theresa Takwa Parish
in the Diocese of Auki also took
part. The event was organized
by Kuhota, Kukum Parish, Holy
Cross Parish, and Tanagai
Parish, who worked together to

to follow the example of St.
Joseph by being humble,
prayerful, and protective. He
urged men to avoid harmful
behaviors such as alcohol
abuse and domestic violence
and instead become
responsible leaders in their
families and communities.
After Mass, participants
attended talks on key
challenges faced by Catholic
men today. Peter Sageliverana,
Chairperson of the Catholic
Men's Group (CMG), spoke
about the role of men as
spiritual leaders in society. Fr.
Peter John Varea, CMG
Spiritual Director, discussed

what it means to live as a true
Catholic man, while Fr.
Lawrence Kimaere OP
addressed the issue of
alcoholism. The day also
included the Stations of the
Cross, led by St. Michael
Parish — Avu-Avu, and a
screening of a film on the life of
St. Joseph.

The second day began with
Mass celebrated by Fr. James
Ere’ai, followed by more talks.
Fr. Peter Chele, Vicar General,
spoke about the spirituality of
work in the life of St. Joseph.
Fr. James Ere’ai, a professor at
HNMS, shared insights on
health and spiritual wellness.
Fr. Clement Netana, Parish
Priest of Kukum, reflected on
St. Joseph’s role as the
protector of the Holy Family.
The day ended with the
recitation of the St. Joseph
Chaplet Prayer, led by Queen
of Martyrs Parish — Wainoni,

and a cultural night filled with
traditional performances and
fellowship.

On the final day, the Closing
Mass was celebrated by Fr.
Peter Chele. Members of
Sacred Heart Parish — Visale,
St. John the Baptist Parish —
Kirakira, and Takwa Parish took
part in the liturgy. In his homily,
Fr. Chele reminded the men of
the event’'s theme, encouraging
them to follow St. Joseph’s
example and allow God's Word
to transform their lives. He

- Leotina Akwai

stressed that this gathering was
not just an event but a chance
to change hearts, renew faith,
and inspire men to take action
in their families and
communities.

This faith-filled event
reinforced the Catholic
Church’s commitment to
strengthening families by
empowering men to be
responsible and spiritually
grounded fathers, following the
example of St. Joseph.

Archb|shop Chrlstopher Cardone OP with priests after the Opening Mass for the

Archdiocesan Men's Gathering, WhICh brought together 2,500 men. Photo by Stephen Kamoa

Yule Island: Fourteen participants
attended a weeklong workshop for
Right Relationships facilitated by the
Catholic Bishops Conference Right
Relationships in Ministry Directress Sr
Ancy John SCSA at the Villa Verius
Novitiate formation house from March
10 — 14, 2025.

The program came about after Sr
Ancy was invited by the Formators of
Daughters of Our Lady of the Sacred

; ; - \
NGW calllllllc Secondary sclllllll opens in West New

Britain.
Kimbe:

2025.

His Lordship Bishop John Bosco Auram, Member
for Talasea Open Hon. Freddy Reu Kumai with some
government officials were present as dignitaries to

witness the historical moment.

The program began with an opening mass at St

The people of Talasea in Valupai Parish
gathered for the opening ceremony of St Joseph
Valupai Secondary School on Sunday, March 23,

Heart to give the workshop to their
aspirants and novices.

The participants comprised of seven
aspirants who are in the process of
entering the Daughters of Our Lady of
the Sacred Heart postulancy and seven
novices of which, two have 2 years’
experience with five in their first year of
being novices.

Sr Ancy took the participants
through the topic on Oboundaries@nd

the different types of boundaries for the
first day covering physical, emotional,
mental, material and sexual
boundaries.

She emphasized enforcing the
boundaries on personal qualities that
bring the best results in our interactions
with others, understanding the concept
of respect, the importance of
boundaries and guidelines for
maintaining Ministerial Boundaries.

Furthermore, the session helped the
participants to set our boundaries for
better and healthy relationship with
ourselves, with God and with others.
The questions given for reflections were
very challenging and at the same time

{ helped them to understand the meaning

of boundaries and its purpose.

The second session focused on
‘RelationshipsO and challenged the
participants to look at their relationships
with God, friends, family members and
sisters in the religious communities and

o Picture left: Group photo taken after the closing ceremony.

- Letma Clement, OLSH Novice

the significance in mending the broken
relationships.

In the third session, Sr_Ancy
introduced the topic of ‘SexualityOwhich
helped the participants understand that
sexuality as a gift from God and part of
a human person. While focusing on
Human Sexuality, she elaborated on
Intimate Relationship. The participants
were guided to learning about the
meaning of living sexuality to the full,
living sexuality responsibly, Committed
Sexuality, Consecrated Sexuality
touching on the importance of chaste
and celibate life.

The last day had the participants
reflect on the week’s sessions and
activities and concluded with a prayer
and presentation of certificates. Present
at the closing ceremony were Sr Erica
Peni OLSH and Sr Lawrencia Ramanua
OLSH, their formators.

The participants were grateful to Sr
Ancy John for the wonderful and
insightful sessions.

- Blaise Aivia

celebrant witnessed Le
Parish Veifa'a renew thei
2025.

The joyous occasion saw the Legionaries and the
Junior Legions dress up for their renewal of promise
in red and white attires with zealous spirits.

In his inspiring homily, Fr Bernard Peniamo
encouraged the Legionaries to always look up to

leglonarles of St Paul's Veifa's renew promise.
Bereina: A Eucharistic celebration that had Charles Afaisa and Legion of Mary Regia officers
Reverend Fr Bernard Peniamo MSC as the main from the Archdiocese of Port Moresby.

A Regia is a Curia that governs the Legion of
Mary in a larger region, ranking next in status to a
Senatus.

gionaries from St Paul's
r promise as on March 26,

- Linus Akaina

Joseph’s Parish that had Bishop Auram as the main
celebrant and Parish Priest of Walupai Fr Richard
Wawa and Fr lvans Amani, Parish Priest of Bitokara
as concelebrants followed by the opening of the
school.

In his homily, Bishop Auram emphasised on
promoting Lenten observances saying that it is more
fitting that this period gives us an opportunity to
observe penance, sacrifice and prayer.

Mr Kumai in his speech urged everyone to take
good care of the facilities and to work in collaboration
with the school staff to ensure that the school is well
managed and students receive quality education and
do well in their studies.

The students thanked Hon. Freddy Reu Kumai for
providing them this great opportunity of having a
Catholic Secondary School in their home soil.

The school welcomed its first intake this year.

Mother Mary as their role model despite whatever
challenge they face in their daily lives.

He expressed his gratitude on the importance of
having the Legion of Mary group actively carrying out
their ministry in the Parish.

“I am very proud to see all of you here today
because our program is very important when it
comes to the Annunciation of Mary. As Legionaries, -
you are not just part of your group in the Parish or [
Diocese but you are united in spirit and prayer with F=
other Legionaries in the world”

Present to witness the memorable occasion was
the Curia President of St Paul's Veifa'a Parish Mr

Fr Bernard Peniamo takes a group picture with sone of the Legionaries after
the Mass.
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You are invited to send in your articles, photograph and reflections on events and happenings in your parish, community, institution
and diocese. Please send in your material to: socom@catholic.org.pg on or before 20th of the Month, 2025.

Picture: Blessing of classroom facmtles by Bishop John Bosco Auram.
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